
 
 
 
We recognize the significant policy issues associated with an alumni and friends group travel event to 
Cuba at this moment in the long history of the U.S. - Cuba relationship. 
 
Consistent with the common practice in higher education alumni travel, we are partnering with a 
respected third-party travel provider – AHI.  (AHI has been in business for over 50 years.)  We believe 
that they have packaged a trip for our guests that will allow for a safe experience within the specific 
limits and regulations currently governing U.S.-Cuba engagement relations.  
 
We have asked our longtime faculty member and alumnus, Dr. Gary Smith ’72, to be the faculty host of 
this trip to ensure that our guests receive an accurate view of what is Cuba today.  Dr. Smith will be 
providing lectures in advance of the trip in Miami, Florida so that he can speak freely to this 
experience.  While in the country, travelers will engage in a schedule of activities intended to create 
interactions with the Cuban people. We will get a glimpse of what over 50 years of Castro rule has 
produced in Cuba, and how a war on property, faith, and freedom could not crush the spirit of a 
people. It is our desire that the opportunities for conversation will stimulate interpersonal discussions 
that will serve to aid the development of a free and civil society.  
 
We have an historic opportunity to participate in the transformation of the human condition -- 
to  educate, inform, and learn more about how we may better support the Cuban people and their 
peaceful and courageous opposition because, we believe that freedom matters.  Moreover, we may 
discover more about the role God intends for us, in His service, knowing as His image bearers we reflect 
Him best, and serve one another best, as free people.  We desire this freedom for the Cuban people. 
 
Finally, the scriptures instruct us in the two great mandates to bring about the full potential of the earth 
and to teach one another all that He has commanded us.  Although we recognize this trip is politically 
and ethically challenging, it gives us a unique opportunity to seek to follow in His way and to advance His 
Kingdom. 
 
 


