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Grove City College 
Policies Regarding Establishment of Scholarships 

 
One of the goals of Grove City College is “To keep the door of educational opportunity open to 
all by maintaining low charges and minimizing financial burdens on families.” The College 
achieves this goal, in part, by attempting to keep administrative costs at the lowest level possible 
by accepting gifts from friends and alumni of the College to establish scholarships which assist 
students in meeting the College’s already low cost. 
 
The College and its students greatly appreciate all gifts to establish scholarship funds as a means 
of achieving the goals stated in the previous paragraph. However, the College also recognizes its 
responsibility to both the recipients and donors of scholarship aid, to be good stewards of the 
money received and to ensure that such gifts qualify as charitable contributions to the donor. 
This responsibility includes maintaining the lowest cost of administration of the funds received, 
so that maximum value can be provided to the student recipients. 
 
Accordingly, the following policy will be followed for all receipts of scholarship funds at Grove 
City College: 
 

1. The donor may name the scholarship.  Scholarships endowed at the minimum 
level of $25,000 are need-based and allow for one suggested criterion for 
selection of the recipient(s) as long as the criterion is broad enough to allow for a 
reasonable class of prospective recipients. Scholarships endowed at the $50,000 
level and above allow for 2 criteria and may be either (1) need-based or (2) 
merit-based.  Merit-based scholarships should target the top 5-10% of the major 
or academic year and not insolate to the highest GPA.  The College prefers need-
based.  

2. Pass-through scholarship funds may be given as a named, need-based 
scholarship by the donor if the funds gifted are $5,000 or above.  

3. Gifts given for scholarship use which are less than $5,000 will be directed to the 
College’s General Endowed Scholarship Fund unless one of the exceptions 
occur:  

a. The gift is building a scholarship to endowment. 
b. The gift is supporting an existing endowment as pass-through funds. 
c. The gift is supporting an existing endowed scholarship fund to build 

book value. 
4. Affinity group scholarships may be awarded to an active member who positively 

represents the fraternity/sorority and is recommended to the Director of 
Financial Aid by an advisor/committee within the College. 

5. The Scholarship Committee of the College will have full discretion and authority 
to select the recipient who in the Committee’s judgment meets the criteria 
established for the scholarship. 
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6. The Scholarship Committee may rely on the recommendations of other 
individuals or departments within the College to assist in selecting the recipient. 

7. Gifts will not be accepted as charitable contributions if the recipient is selected 
and named by the donor. Such gifts may be accepted and credited to the 
student’s account, but will not qualify as a charitable contribution to the donor 
and will not be considered a College scholarship. 

8. For any scholarships in existence at the time this policy is adopted (April 1996), 
that do not comply with this policy, the following will apply: 

a. If possible, the donor will be contacted to discuss the possibility of 
changing the selection process of scholarship recipients to comply 
with this policy.  The intent of the change is to ensure the tax 
deductibility of the donor’s gift and to minimize the administrative 
cost of processing the scholarship. 

b. If the donor is unable or unwilling to change the selection process, the 
scholarship will be “grandfathered”, and allowed to continue as it 
currently exists. 

 
Accompanying this policy, you will find a draft outline of an endowed scholarship agreement 
which also discusses the timeframe of endowment and College policy.  
 
For assistance, please contact: 
Roxann Williams, director of stewardship and foundation relations 
Grove City College 
100 Campus Drive 
Grove City, PA  16127 
Phone:  724-458-2991    or    1-866-386-3422        Fax:  724-458-3334              
Email:  rewilliams@gcc.edu 
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