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As you will read inside, and as many of 

you know, we send a lot of our grads on 

to graduate and professional school. In 

fact, our curriculum, with its many requirements 

beyond just a concentration in a major, is geared to 

produce students who think critically. Grovers go 

on from here in abundance and are well prepared 

for the graduate work they pursue in law, medicine, 

business and other master’s programs, and even 

Ph.D. programs.  

In the lead-up to our last decennial 

reaccreditation in 2008, we prepared ourselves, 

in part, by doing a lot of survey work concerned 

with the College. One of the groups we surveyed 

included all graduates of the last five years who 

had gone on to graduate or professional school. 

We heard from many of these individuals, and an 

overwhelming number of them indicated that they 

were very well prepared for, and quite successful in, 

their programs and disciplines beyond Grove City 

College. A significant number of these respondents 

were, in fact, attending some of our nation’s 

best and most prestigious graduate schools and 

programs.

With the above as prologue, you will see woven 

through the stories of these alums just how well the 

College prepared them for their academic challenges 

beyond. I am not surprised, for I often hear very 

positive stories and feedback. Our women and men 

are well prepared, and they do well!

As I complete my ninth year as our President 

and begin my 10th, I continue to be proud of our 

business operating principles that continue, in 

these difficult times, to keep us in good stead. I am 

thankful for the students who come to our College 

from all over this nation (46 states) and across the 

seas to be educated here. I am mindful that we have 

a great faculty who teach and a staff that supports 

their effort in a co-curricular way. I am heartened 

that, through much hard work in both friendraising 

and fundraising, support for the annual and capital 

campaigns, including scholarship funds, is strong. 

I am humbled to know that we are all here at this 

unique institution by God’s grace to do His work 

and to be guided by His light. And finally, I am 

thrilled to be able to continue to have what I view as 

the opportunity of my lifetime to be the President 

of our alma mater. So I am thankful, mindful, 

heartened, humbled and thrilled. All are action 

words and all describe best the experience I have 

had and shared with you over the last decade.

So, successfully finishing the Grove City Matters 

capital campaign, continuing to execute our second 

strategic plan and make the judgments necessary 

(with our Trustees’ help and direction) to ensure we 

continue along the path of excellence, is what the 

next few years on my agenda are about. That path 

is sometimes not easy, but if there is one thing I 

know about our College, when you know who you 

are and where you have been, it makes where you 

are going much easier. For 137 years, we have been 

animated by faith and freedom, which surely is a 

recipe for success even for today and for the future. 

Please continue to make this journey with me with 

your time, talent and treasure. This is still our place 

to cherish, love and build up. Together we cannot 

fail. Together we will continue to be an oasis in 

American higher education. And that is a promise!

Dear Grove City College Community,

Richard G. Jewell ’67

President
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Sikma is a senior marketing management 
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“an English major poser.”
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page 26

4  |  www.gcc.edu  the  GēDUNK

You make all the difference!  
  Support Full Circle with a gift today
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P.S. Remember to check out our newly redesigned and easier  
to navigate alumni and friends website–alumni.gcc.edu. 

We hope you like it!

Melissa (Trifaro ’96) MacLeod
Senior Director of Alumni and  

College Relations

Dear Alumni and Friends,

W elcome to the newest members of our 

alumni association, the Grove City 

College graduating class of 2012! 

On behalf of more than 26,000 living alumni, I 

congratulate you for your amazing accomplishments 

and encourage you to keep in touch and become an 

active member of our alumni association.

I was thinking recently about my grandparents. 

In their time, getting a high school degree was an 

accomplishment. When I think of my own son, I 

recognize that it will be more than likely he will 

need more education than previous generations.    

Just this week, I asked an alumna from the 

class of 2011 about her medical school experience. 

She replied that while it was certainly a significant 

amount of work, she felt that her professors had 

really prepared her well. Our faculty and academic 

administrators are working hard to prepare our 

students for the future. Today, that often means 

additional education at universities around the 

globe. On behalf of our alumni association, I say 

thank you to the amazing educators we have here at 

Grove City College.

Often in our alumni magazine issues, we 

focus on various careers of our alumni. But today, 

now more than ever, our alumni are starting 

those careers with prestigious graduate school 

experiences. We wanted to feature just a few of 

these stories and share how they have influenced 

the vocations of our alumni. As always, I’m amazed 

by the talent, wisdom, intelligence and heart of our 

alumni. I hope you enjoy reading about them.

As our students begin to evaluate their graduate 

school options and faculty try to assist in this 

process, it is helpful to be able to share statistics 

with them on the number of alumni who have 

completed these programs and attended these 

institutions of higher learning, and so you can 

share your career paths upon completion of these 

programs. 

Speaking of sharing and helping our students, 

Homecoming is such a wonderful time to reconnect 

with them. Plan to come back this fall – September 

21-23, 2012. It’s sure to be a great weekend full of 

new events. We’ll see you then!

Now, grab that cup of coffee, put up your feet, 

and enjoy this issue of the GēDunk!

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O R  O F  A L U M N I  R E L A T I O N S

One request I have for each of you:  
No matter if you’re an alum, parent or friend of the 

College, please share with us your degree information. 

1. Where did you receive your advanced degree(s)?  

2. What degree did you receive?  

3. And, when did you complete your degree? 

Please take the time to share this information and  

help our students. Email us at alumni@gcc.edu or call  

us at 888-GCC-GRAD, as we continually work to 

update our records.
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GIVING MATTERS

Because of the generous gifts of so many in our Grove City College community—

alumni and friends alike—our capital campaign continues on its robust path to 

completion, changing the campus and the lives of our students along the way. 

The following is an update about each of the campaign priorities. Thank you for 

your support of Grove City College. To learn more about how you can help make a 

difference, visit GroveCityMatters.com.

KENNETH E. SMITH ’84

We have an incredible opportunity to  
   build Christ-centered leaders who are  
 going to have a real impact on our world.



SCIENCE, ENGINEERING AND 
MATHEMATICS BUILDING

Grove City College recently received a $100,000 grant from the Dr. 

& Mrs. Arthur William Phillips Charitable Trust for the College’s new 

science, engineering and mathematics building. Since 2009, Phillips Trust 

has provided $300,000 in support of this project. 

The new building will enable the College to keep pace with 

increasingly sophisticated technology and interdisciplinary research; offer 

expanded lab and study spaces that foster opportunities for collaborative 

interactions, similar to what students will find in the workplace; attract 

world-class faculty with a passion for teaching; and recruit talented 

students to achieve a sciences enrollment goal of 40 percent of the 

College population. 

The grant reflects the strong relationship between the College and 

the Phillips Trust, an organization that has provided generous support for 

scholarships and many campus building projects in the College’s history, 

including a $250,000 gift for the construction of the field house in 1979, 

which was named in honor of Dr. Arthur Phillips ’14 and his wife, Rosalie. 

As of May 31, 2012, we have reached 37 percent of our 

$35,000,000 goal for this project.

RATHBURN HALL 

T          he 16,500-square-foot Christian Activities Building will be complete 

in summer 2012. The building houses space for summer conferences, 

church retreats, speakers for Chapel and ministry programs, as well as 

office and meeting space for campus groups.  

Each day, members of the Grove City College community express 

their Christian faith in some way. Some practice it overtly through clubs, 

mission trips and ministry. Others engage faith on a more private level, 

quietly through reflection, prayer and Bible study. Rathburn Hall provides 

space for that engagement. Within our mission, we commit to accept all 

creeds. From whatever faith tradition students, faculty and community 

members come, the addition of a Christian Activities Building reflects the 

centrality of spiritual life to the student campus experience.

As of May 31, 2012, we have reached 100 percent of our 

$5,000,000 goal for this project.

UNRESTRICTED GIFTS

Another vital element of the Grove City Matters capital campaign is 

unrestricted giving. An unrestricted gift to the capital campaign is 

designated by College leadership to one of the five campaign priorities, 

depending on need, and can include scholarship; the Science, Engineering 

and Mathematics building; the Christian Activities Building or other campaign 

priorities.  Unrestricted campaign gifts are typically one-time gifts and are 

often larger than gifts to Full Circle.

Similarly, Full Circle, the Annual Fund for Grove City College, receives 

unrestricted donations from donors each year, which are designated by 

College leadership to projects and programs that directly support student 

and alumni activities.  These areas can include scholarships, special lectures, 

mission trips, research projects, Homecoming and other student enrichment 

opportunities.  Gifts to Full Circle are credited each fiscal year, July 1 through 

June 30, for use during the next fiscal year.  Our annual goal for Full Circle 

is $2,000,000. Both Full Circle and the campaign unrestricted gifts count 

toward the Grove City Matters capital campaign. The inclusion of this priority 

also provides additional opportunity for all donors to be part of this  

great undertaking.
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THE CENTER FOR VISION & VALUES

The Center for Vision & Values at Grove City College explored the 

challenge of unifying the various factions of conservative thinking at 

a two-day conference, “The Challenge 2012: The Divided Conservative 

Mind,” in April. The conference drew more than 300 attendees, and 

students had the opportunity to take a one-credit course during the two-

day conference.

The annual event features numerous scholars and commentators. This 

year featured three keynotes: 

Marvin Olasky, editor-in-chief of WORLD Magazine, a professor of 

journalism at the University of Texas at Austin and a senior fellow at 

the Acton Institute for the Study of Religion and Liberty.

Matt Kibbe ’85, president and CEO of FreedomWorks, an organization 

committed to conservative government and tax policy. Kibbe also 

serves as distinguished senior fellow at the Austrian Economic Center 

in Vienna, Austria. 

Becky Norton Dunlop, vice president for external relations at The 

Heritage Foundation, oversees four program areas: coalition relations, 

lectures and seminars, young leaders program and strategic outreach. 

Her previous experience includes White House service, from 1981-89, 

under the Reagan administration as deputy assistant for presidential 

personnel and special assistant to the president and director of his 

Cabinet office.

As of May 31, 2012, we have reached 33.5 percent of our 

$5,000,000 goal for this project. 

THE CENTER FOR 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP & 

INNOVATION

Two Grove City College teams earned first and second place overall 

at the prestigious Tepper Venture Challenge in April. The annual 

business plan competition held at Carnegie Mellon University was judged 

by a board of venture capitalists and featured many other top academic 

institutions from the area. 

The first place team, Amilie Clean Cosmetics, included 

entrepreneurship major Sharon Seiter ’12 and biology major Rachel 

Brockhage ’12. The team pitched a gluten-free, organic make-up. Their 

winning efforts earned them $3,500. 

The second place team, Teapifany, included entrepreneurship majors 

Joanna Abraham ’13, Elise Stanchak ’13, Leah Van Eerden ’13 and finance 

major Brendan Marasco ’13, as well as Seiter, who competed on both 

winning teams. The team pitched a tea mail-order subscription company, 

earning them $1,500. 

The competition allows students to compete as entrepreneurs pitching 

business concepts to potential investors. Teams are provided 10 minutes 

to sell their vision to judges and 10 minutes to answer questions. 

As of May 31, 2012, we have reached 19 percent of our $5,000,000 

goal for this project. 

SCHOLARSHIPS

Scholarships demonstrate the finest chain of philanthropy, linking one 

another in the past, the present and the future.  

At Grove City College, the chain of philanthropy is dynamic.

To this end, the College has initiatives in place to increase need-

based, merit-based and minority scholarships. Our Strategic Plan calls for 

us to ultimately provide 70 percent of unmet need for students with a 

2.00 QPA or higher. Currently, we are at about 40 percent of unmet need 

for students with a 2.50 QPA or higher. Grove City College has added 

more than 60 scholarships since the campaign began.

As of May 31, 2012, we have reached 54 percent of our $30,000,000 

goal for this project.



Summer  2012
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FACILITIES
goal: $40,000,000

SCIENCE & ENGINEERING BUILDING
goal: $35,000,000

37% of overall goal

CHRISTIAN ACTIVITIES BUILDING
goal: $5,000,000

100% of overall goal

100% of overall goal

Scholarships
$30,000,000

Figures reported 5/31/2012.

Entrepreneurship and
Innovation
$5,000,000

Vision & Values
$5,000,000

Unrestricted Giving
$10,000,000

Facilities
$40,000,000

PROGRESS

As of May 31, 2012, Grove City Matters has raised 55.58 percent 

of our $90 million goal. That means, because of the generosity 

of alumni and friends like you, we are $52,719,232 closer to 

ensuring the future and continued growth of Grove City College. 

If you have any questions or would like to know more about 

Grove City Matters: A Campaign to Advance Grove City College, 

please visit grovecitymatters.com or contact the  

College’s development office at 866-FUNDGCC  

(866-386-3422) or by email at giving@gcc.edu.

C A M P A I G N  R E P O R T

UNRESTRICTED GIFTS
goal: $10,000,000

SCHOLARSHIPS
goal: $30,000,000

54% of overall goal

ENTREPRENEURSHIP & INNOVATION
goal: $5,000,000

19% of overall goal

VISION & VALUES
goal: $5,000,000

33.5% of overall goal
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alumni

College Trustee Dr. Walter Williams 
provides Commencement keynote

Grove City College Trustee, Guest Lecturer 

in Economics and distinguished author 

Dr. Walter Williams delivered the 2012 keynote 

address to 576 graduates at Commencement, 

May 19, on the Quad. 

Williams has served on the faculty of George 

Mason University in Fairfax, Va., since 1980. 

The author of more than 150 publications, 

he has made countless radio and television 

appearances and given expert testimony before 

Congressional committees on public policy 

issues. He has been a Grove City College Trustee 

since 2003.

Speaking on “Markets and Morality,” 

Williams stated his belief that charity is noble, 

praiseworthy and laudable. He told graduates 

that the greatest thing they can do is to be moral 

themselves and encourage personal liberty.

Williams holds several honorary degrees, 

including a Doctor of Humane Letters from 

Grove City College. He previously spoke to the 

College’s graduates in 1992.

Also addressing the graduates during the 

ceremony was student commencement speaker 

Benjamin Cox. The graduating senior asked 

classmates “What’s in a Diploma?”

Rev. Dr. Stephen McConnell, senior pastor of 

Church of the Palms in Sarasota, Fla., headlined 

the Baccalaureate service on the Quad. 

Discussing the “Best Laid Plans,” McConnell 

shared that the Kingdom of Heaven often 

happens when one has made other plans.  

He said that “it doesn’t matter what we expect 

from life, but what matters is what life expects 

from us.”

Introducing McConnell were College 

President Richard G. Jewell ’67 and President 

Emeritus John H. Moore, a friend and former 

parishioner of the pastor.

McConnell received an honorary Doctor of 

Divinity degree during the Commencement 

ceremony. 

Grads take the next step

While hundreds of Grove City 

College’s newest alumni will seek 

job opportunities in their fields, many 

others will choose to pursue graduate work 

at top colleges and universities around the 

nation and abroad.

According to campus records, 27.5 

percent of all Grove City College alumni go 

on to earn a graduate degree.

We congratulate our 2012 graduates 

and wish them the best in their future 

endeavors. You will always have a home at 

Grove City College!
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Celebrate Homecoming with the whole family

Homecoming isn’t just for alumni. It’s a special time for the entire Grove City College 

family to come together and celebrate the things that matter. In addition to all of 

the regularly scheduled festivities, 

Homecoming 2012 will feature 

some new opportunities for parents, 

grandparents, friends of the College and 

prospective students. 

Parents and grandparents of current 

students are invited to enjoy a special 

lunch on the Quad, Saturday, Sept. 22. 

Right in the middle of the action, this 

informal lunch will begin at 12:15 p.m. 

following the Homecoming Parade. 

Register online at alumni.gcc.edu/

homecoming. 

Also, there is no better time to show 

off Grove City College’s campus to a 

prospective student than Homecoming! 

Official campus tours will be available 

on Friday, Sept. 21, at 3 p.m. and 

on Saturday, Sept. 22, at 1 p.m. No 

registration is required. 

60th Class Reunion celebration

For the first time in the College’s 

history, an official 60th Class 

Reunion celebration will take place 

during Homecoming. The Class of 1952  

will begin a new Homecoming tradition 

as each succeeding 60th class will enjoy 

this special event. For more information 

and to register for class reunions, visit 

alumni.gcc.edu/homecoming or call  

(724) 458-2300.

SEP T EMBER 21-23



Summer  2012
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Carnegie Alumni Center Greek Hall   
The sisters of Theta Alpha Pi rallied together at their 90th anniversary to ensure that the 

sorority’s legacy would live on forever. Sisters from all generations collected Theta Alpha Pi 

memorabilia for a permanent display in Carnegie Alumni Center’s Greek Hall. In time, Greek 

Hall will feature displays of every Greek group on campus to preserve each organization’s 

unique history and tradition. Contact alumni@gcc.edu to get your group’s display started. 

Communicate the Vision – Like you, the Alumni Relations Office is 

excited to see affinity groups grow and thrive. If you have big ideas  

for connecting alumni and students of a specific group, email  

alumni@gcc.edu or call us at (888) GCC-GRAD. Not only do we  

share your passion for connecting alumni, we have the tools to help.

The Beta Sigma Fraternity approached the Alumni Relations Office with 

a vision to better connect the brothers as the group plans to celebrate 90 

years of brotherhood in 2012. The Alumni Relations Office coordinated a 

conference call, and now a core planning team is emerging.

Nu Lambda Phi alumni from different generations have reached out to the 

Alumni Relations Office to pursue various projects. Now, with a shared 

vision, these brothers are working together to maximize efficiency and 

strengthen the fraternity.  

Round up the Faithful – Once you have communicated your vision 

to the Alumni Relations Office, we can support your efforts by 

providing a list of the group’s alumni. That way, you can share your 

vision and enlist the help of like-minded individuals to establish a 

core planning team. 

After communicating a vision to the Alumni Relations Office for 

an Adelphikos 100th anniversary celebration, Bill Donovan ’81 

reached out to Adel brothers spanning the generations to establish 

a core planning team. The Alumni Relations Office arranged a 

conference call, and now Donovan and a group of more than 20 

Adels have set to work planning their centennial celebration. 

Keep on Keeping on – Like anything else, connecting alumni and students requires  

commitment. To help stay on track, the core planning team should set regular meetings to 

evaluate the group’s progress and discuss next steps.

Since forming a core planning team in 2005, Epsilon Pi alumni have remained committed 

to their vision of connecting Epsilon Pi brothers. Annual reunions, golf outings, mentor 

opportunities and the awarding of the Epsilon Pi Alumni Association Dwight Guthrie 

Scholarship have all served to keep the group energized. 

Beginning as the KAP Alumni Partnership Project in 2009, Kappa Alpha Phi alumni have  

stayed committed to their vision of bringing KAPs together. Importantly, it was this 

demonstrated commitment by alumni that helped guide the fraternity expediently through the 

reinstatement process. KAPs gather at Carnegie Alumni Center (right).

Set Measurable Goals – After the core team is formed, it is best 

to set a series of short term and long term goals. Whether it’s a 

marquee reunion during Homecoming, increased Web presence or 

establishing a scholarship, deadline-driven objectives are important 

to keeping everyone on the same page.  

In 2011, the newly formed Pan Sophic Alumni Association set a goal 

to establish an annual scholarship, with the first recipient named 

at the fraternity’s 100th anniversary banquet during Homecoming 

2011, presented by Todd Powers ’93 (left) and Don Balla ’93 to Pan 

Sophic President Aaron Wallof ’12. 

The ladies of Gamma Chi have created a newsletter. The jointly 

written publication by alumnae and students is a great example of 

how an executable idea can meaningfully reconnect an organization.

As Greek alumni and actives work hard to reunite 

and revitalize their groups, the Alumni Relations 

Office has taken note of emerging best practices 

that are applicable to any affinity group looking 

to reconnect to its members. 

greek
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New College site to launch in 2012

In today’s competitive admissions environment, a dynamic Web 

presence is often the first stop for college-bound high school 

juniors and seniors. Grove City College plans to launch its new site 

later this year with more intuitive navigation, richer images and 

increased multimedia capabilities. The new site will also feature 

profiles and stories of students, alumni and faculty who embody the 

Grove City College experience.

Follow Team GCC

On May 26, four friends—two alumni and two rising seniors—began a cycling 

trip from Seattle to New York City to promote Grove City College, raise money 

for a need-based diversity scholarship and tell the untold stories of alumni 

and friends. Riding as “Team GCC,” Ryan Herman ’13, 

Mack Lloyd ’12, Mark Loosararian ’13 and Will Moyer 

’12 hope that their epic adventure will make a lasting 

impact. Aligning with the Grove City Matters capital 

campaign, the College will serve as Team GCC’s lead 

sponsor as they make their 4,000 mile trek.

“Along the way we will need the help of alumni and 

friends to not only reach our final destination, but also 

to collect and share the amazing stories that we know 

are out there,” Herman said. “Similarly, we hope that the 

scholarship money raised by our trip will enable a future Grove 

City College student to write his or her own story that will change the world.”

The group will be tweeting and blogging throughout their journey and will also be 

posting short documentary videos on YouTube and Facebook to share the stories that 

they find along the way. At the conclusion of the trip, Team GCC will make a gift to the 

College for a scholarship from the money that they have raised.

To follow Team GCC’s adventure throughout the summer or to pledge your support, 

visit teamgcc.com, facebook.com/TeamGCC and twitter.com/TeamGCC.

Alumni and Friends site has arrived

It’s finally here! The new Alumni and Friends 

site, alumni.gcc.edu, not only offers a sneak 

peek of the Grove City College site (launch 

fall 2012), but also allows users to seamlessly 

register for events, connect with other alums 

and stay up-to-date on all alumni happenings. 

While some of the verbiage has changed, 

all relevant information from the previous site 

has been maintained and integrated with new 

and exciting content. For example, in the new 

“Return Home” section, users can find the 

information about visiting Grove City College, 

Homecoming, Carnegie Alumni Center and 

links to buy Grove City College apparel. The 

“Connect” section will house information about 

events, the alumni directory, affinity groups 

and the GēDUNK magazine. The site will also 

assist students, or “alumni in residence,” as they 

transition to full members of the Grove City 

College Alumni Association.

Grove  C i ty  Co l lege  

L to R: Will Moyer ’12, 
Mark Loosararian ’13, 
Ryan Herman ’13 and 
Mack Lloyd ’12
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GeDUNK shines at Hermes Creative Awards

Grove City College won big at the 2012 Hermes Creative Awards, 

earning seven awards, including four for the GēDUNK alumni 

magazine.

The Winter 2012 issue received three honors, a platinum award 

for story writing (“Risk and Rewards”), a gold award for publication 

writing and honorable mention for the magazine overall. In addition, 

the Fall 2011 issue won a gold award in the magazine category.

The College also received platinum awards for its admissions 

viewbook and the Grove City Matters 2011 annual report, as well as 

honorable mention for its guide to college branding.

The competition was judged by the Association of Marketing and 

Communication Professionals (AMCP). Nearly 4,700 entries from 

the United States and abroad were submitted for the competition. 

Save the date: Alumni and friends travel; Tuscany, Italy, 
May 29 – June 6, 2013

Join alumni and friends for a 

special travel program that 

combines guided sightseeing 

excursions and free time to absorb the 

culture and mystique of Tuscany. 

To learn more, contact the Alumni 

Office at alumni@gcc.edu. 

Pop 
  Quiz!

What field of study is represented 
by an orange tassel?

Those who respond with  
the correct answer will  
have a chance to win a  
prize! Contact the  
Marketing and 
Communications Office at 
news@gcc.edu or on Twitter  
@GroveCtyCollege #PopQuiz.

Winter issue Pop Quiz winners!

Did you get a hint from Willie?

Congratulations to Chloe Chinn, Michelle Virnelson, Brian 

Weese ’98 and Charles Wiley, who earned a GēDUNK coffee mug or 

Grove City College water bottle for their correct answer, “1925,” the 

first year our nickname “Wolverines” appeared, for last issue’s pop quiz 

question. With numerous responses through email and on Twitter, we 

thank all who participated. 

Give and Receive
Would you like to leave a legacy at Grove City College, but you're worried 

about having enough during your retirement years? A give annuity is a great 
way to address both goals. In exchange for your gift of cash or stock, Grove City 
College makes fixed regular payments to you, you and your spouse, or someone 
you name, for life. Grove City College receives the principal when the contract 
ends. Good for the College, good for you. 

Here are some of the benefits:
 Guaranteed income for life  Income that is partially tax-free

 A tax deduction when you   The satisfaction of knowing Grove City 
  make your gift       College will benefit later

 Highly attractive rates

* Deduction will vary slightly with the changes in monthly IRS Discount Rate. Rate used is 1.2%. 

PLEASE NOTE: This example is for illustrative purposes only and is not intended as legal or tax advise. Consult 

your own legal and tax advisors prior to making any decision.

If you are under age 65, you can defer your payments until you retire and benefit 
from tax-deferred growth and higher effective rates.

For more information please contact: 
Marcus J. Fish ’97 | Director of Planned Giving 

(724) 458-2154 | FishMJ@gcc.edu

Sample Rate Chart for a $50,000 Gift Annuity on a Single Life

Annuitant Age at gift 65 70 75 80 85

Annuity Rate 4.7% 5.1% 5.8% 6.8% 7.8%

Charitable Deduction* $13,306 $17,347 $20,508 $23,347 $27,095

Annual Payment $2,350 $2,550 $2,900 $3,400 $3,900

Visit us online: gccgift.com
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Roseann Cunningham, left, and daughters Faith and Abigail 
enjoy the Children’s Theatre Breakfast on campus, April 21.

Elise Herzing ’14, left, and Tom Singley ’53 share stories at 
the annual Scholarship Luncheon, on campus, April 21.

Alumnae Gail (Holmgren ’66) Hunter, Barbara (Sherlock ’65) Beilstein and Sherry (Mizer 
’66) Hardgrove attend the La Playa campaign event in Naples, Fla., March 5.

Alumni enjoy the annual Grove City College reception at the PMEA Conference in Lancaster, Pa., April 19.

Carole (Williams ’62) Wolfe, Julia Calabrese ’12 and Jean (Vance ’66) Eckert enjoy the annual 
Scholarship Luncheon on campus, April 21.

Alumni parents and current students gather for the annual Legacy Luncheon 
at Carnegie Alumni Center on campus, May 5.
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2012 Upcoming 
Alumni and  
Friends Events
July 27
Grove City College Day at 

Kennywood

Pittsburgh, Pa.

September 7
Jersey Boys Broadway Show

Pittsburgh, Pa.

September 21-23
Homecoming

Grove City College

October 4 
Showcase Series 

The Von Trapp Singers

Grove City College

October 27
Night Football vs. 

Geneva College

Grove City, Pa. 

November 15
Showcase Series 

War Horse
Pittsburgh, Pa.

December  1
Santa Breakfast

Grove City College

December 3
Showcase Series  

BE Taylor Christmas 

Grove City College

Remember to bookmark  
alumni.gcc.edu/events for 
more dates and info 
on registering.

alumni events

Debbie (Morrison ’81) and Kevin 
’81 Hassan, hosts of the June 6 
Philadelphia Grove City Matters event 
at the Philadelphia Country Club, 
enjoy an evening of conversation, 
food and company. Speakers for the 
evening included President Richard 
G. Jewell ’67 JD and Ed Breen ’78.  

President Richard G. Jewell 
’67 JD and wife, Dayl, left, 
and former President Dr. John 
Moore and wife, Sue, right, 
meet with alumni in  
Sarasota, Fla., March 4.

Alumni and Friends gather, for a wonderful evening on Daufuskie Island 
at the home of Jim ’68 and Gerri Howe, March 24.

Dr. Richard Morledge ’54 and Nancy (Lee ’54) 
Paxton celebrate Morledge’s 80th birthday on 
campus, April 13.
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students
Boswell, Hobson named 
Man and Woman of the Year

The 2012 Senior Man 

and Woman of the Year 

awards were presented to 

Tim Boswell and Lindsey 

Hobson, May 5, during the 

Parents’ Weekend Recognition 

Convocation on campus. 

The awards for Senior 

Man of the Year and the 

Senior Woman of the Year 

are presented jointly by the 

leadership honoraries Mortar 

Board and Omicron Delta 

Kappa (ODK) as a service 

to Grove City College. The 

selections are made on 

the basis of scholarship, 

leadership and service. The 

candidates are voted on by 

the students and faculty. The 

award is one of the highest 

honors that the College can 

bestow. Former recipients of 

this prestigious honor have 

gone on to become leaders in 

faith, education, business, law 

and healthcare. 

A molecular biology major 

and an exercise science minor, 

Boswell served as a co-captain 

of the men’s soccer team. 

He has been accepted into 

medical school and was the 

founder and president of the 

Pre-Health Society, a campus 

group aimed at equipping 

students who wish to pursue a 

career in healthcare. 

An active member of New 

Life ministries since his 

freshman year, Boswell also 

served as a two-year member 

of the Student-Faculty Review 

Committee. Boswell was also 

a participant in other student 

activities, including ODK, 

Round Table and Sigma Alpha 

Sigma. 

A marketing management 

major with minors in 

communication studies and 

religion, Hobson worked as a 

residence life staffer for three 

years. She also participated in 

Orientation Board and Crown 

and Sceptre. 

While at the College, 

Hobson was active in several 

ministries, including Steel 

City Ministries, Intervarsity 

Missions Fellowship and 

the Fellowship of Christian 

Athletes.

College awards Sportsman and Sportswoman of the Year

Grove City College has selected football 

standout Tim Irwin ’12 and swimming 

All-American Angela Palumbo ’13 as its 

Omicron Delta Kappa Sportsman and 

Sportswoman of the Year. 

Irwin earned four letters as an outside 

linebacker for Grove City and started each 

of the last three seasons, finishing with 66 

tackles, one interception and two forced 

fumbles this past fall. He was a Dean’s List 

student. In March, the NCAA awarded Irwin a 

prestigious NCAA postgraduate scholarship in 

recognition of his outstanding academic and 

athletic performance. 

Palumbo became the first junior to earn 

Sportswoman of the Year. She is the most-

decorated female student-athlete in Grove 

City College history, having earned 15 career 

All-America citations at the NCAA Division III 

Championships.

Palumbo earned All-America honors in the 

50 free, 100 free and 200 free on an individual 

basis and contributed to All-America 

performances in all three free relays at the 

2012 NCAA Championships in March, helping 

the Wolverines to place 10th nationally in the 

team standings. She owns school records in 

the 50, 100 and 200 free events and in all five 

relays. A mathematics major, Palumbo is a 

Dean’s List student. 
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campus

Grove City College places 94 percent 
of grads in 2011

Even in a down economy, Grove City 

College graduates boasted a 94 percent 

placement rate in jobs or graduate school 

within the first six months of graduation in 

2011. The results, validated by a 95 percent 

response rate among recent graduates, point 

to the quality education of Grove City College 

students and dedicated work of the College’s 

Career Services Office.

“We are very proud of our students,” 

said Dr. Jim Thrasher ’80, director of 

career services. “Many of our students 

are competing against experienced 

candidates; our students are very well 

prepared.”

U.S. Army War College experts discuss 
national security

Defense experts from the U.S. Army War 

College discussed national security 

issues with Grove City College students 

in February at the seminar, “Tackling 

Global Threats: Challenges Facing National 

Security.” The seminar featured a panel of 

three representatives from the Eisenhower 

Series College Program, including Col. 

Michael Marti of the U.S. Army, discussing 

Iraq and Iran relations, Lt. Col. Curtis Mason 

of the U.S. Marine Corps., speaking on 

counter operations in Iraq, and Col. Scotty 

Patton of the U.S. Army, addressing North 

Korea.

First amateur cast performs  
The Pitmen Painters
The Pitmen Painters came to life for 

the first time ever by an amateur cast 

on the Grove City College main stage 

in March. Directed by Betsy (Boak ’77) 

Craig, associate professor of English 

and theatre, the play is based on the 

true story of the Ashington Group, 

British coal miners-turned-artists. 

Themes of love, work and life were 

examined as the coal miners contend 

with the meaning of art.

College leads conference on 
higher education

The Pennsylvania Black Conference 

on Higher Education held its 

western region mini-conference, 

“Overcoming Barriers: Searching for 

Valuable Solutions for Excellence,” at 

the College in April, which included 

workshops and a town hall discussion. 

Administrators, faculty and students 

from several area colleges and 

universities attended.

College hosts university teams from around the 
world at Human Powered Vehicle Challenge

The College hosted 34 top engineering universities from the 

United States, Canada and Colombia at the 2012 American 

Society of Mechanical Engineers Human Powered Vehicle 

Challenge (HPVC-East) in late April. The event featured new 

concept designs in pedal powered transportation, as 

well as student competition in head-to-head races 

for vehicle speed and endurance, 

including a drag race on Grove 

City’s South Broad Street 

and an endurance race 

in Memorial Park. 

The challenge was 

won by the Rose 

Hulman Institute of 

Technology. Grove 

City College placed 

fifth overall. 
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Going to grad school

For current students who 

are contemplating the path 

toward graduate school or pre-

professional programs, Grove 

City College’s faculty members 

are ready and willing to help. 
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According to Dr. John Sparks ’66, dean for 
the Alva J. Calderwood School of Arts 

and Letters, students who express an interest 
and show an aptitude for graduate study can 
receive help from their professors in several 
ways.

“Faculty members counsel students 
about graduate study and the academic 
life that might come out of such study,” 
Sparks said. Also, “faculty members 
often devise undergraduate collaborative 
research projects during which they work 
closely with the undergraduate students. 
The result is often a co-authored paper 
or presentation showcasing the work of 
the student. This kind of undergraduate 
research is looked upon favorably by 
graduate programs.”

Dr. Stacy Birmingham, dean for the 
Albert A. Hopeman Jr. School of Science, 
Engineering and Mathematics, can attest 
to this. This summer, 26 Grove City 
College students are performing scientific 
research on campus, under the supervision 
of faculty members. Knowledge on the 
photometry of stars and the study of 
Marcellus Shale drilling will “absolutely 
help students in their pursuits of further 
study.”

Also ready to help prospective grad 
students are the staff members of Grove 
City College’s Career Services Office and 
Office of Academic Advising. Through 
these offices, students have access to 
personalized help, materials in the Career 
Services Office library, numerous career 
management guides and links to online 
resources for graduate school information.

Once the decision to attend graduate 
school is made, the next step might be 
deciding among universities across the 
nation and the world. Grove City College’s 
faculty is ready to help there, too. Faculty 
members will “make students aware of 
quality graduate programs that will best 
further their interests and advise them 
about making a final decision between 
competing programs of study,” Sparks 
added.      

Considering that more than 27 percent 
of Grove City College alumni have earned 
a post-graduate degree, according to 
Institutional Advancement records, a little 
help along the way is welcome.

Dr. John Sparks ’66 lectures to students. 
Many of Sparks’ students go on to study 

law, among other vocations.
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Two new minors available to students

All enrolled Grove City College students 

now have the opportunity to minor 

in classical studies and classical Christian 

education. Both minors engage students 

in the classical world and encourage wide 

exposure to this influential historical era. 

“Classical studies have actually 

been a part of the Grove City College 

curriculum for many years through 

an interdisciplinary program run 

through the department of biblical and 

religious studies,” said Dr. Paul Schaefer, 

department chair. 

“By making explicit two particular 

programs, we hope to help provide some 

foundations for students who might 

be looking towards doing graduate 

work in the fields of ancient history or 

classical studies, teaching at a classical 

school or classical Christian school or 

provide enrichment for students who 

simply find the ancient and medieval 

worlds fascinating as fields of study in 

themselves.” 

Jones, Edwards lead Speech and 
Debate team to national honors

Dr. Steven Jones, associate professor 

of sociology, and Dr. Jason Edwards, 

associate professor of education and 

humanities, helped lead the 

Speech and Debate Team 

to significant honors at the 

National Christian College 

Forensics Invitational 

(NCCFI) national debate 

tournament, held in March, 

at Carson-Newman College in Jefferson City, 

Tenn. 

The team earned the 2012 NCCFI 

national championship in parliamentary 

debate, the Quality Award, which 

recognizes a college or university squad 

that wins the most 

possible points given the 

size of its entry, and a 

second place finish in the 

debate sweepstakes. 

Anderson named Professor of the Year

Dr. Erik Anderson, associate professor of mechanical engineering 

and a visiting investigator at Woods Hole Oceanographic 

Institution in Massachusetts, was named the 2012 Omicron Delta 

Kappa Professor of the Year at a ceremony in Harbison Chapel. 

The Professor of the Year was initiated in 2000 by the 

Omicron Delta Kappa campus leadership honorary and is 

sponsored by the Grove City College Alumni Association. Past 

winners include: Dr. Mark Graham (2011), Betsy (Boak ’77) 

Craig (2010), Dr. Eric Potter (2009), Dr. David Jones (2008), 

Larry Fleming (2007), Dr. Ralph Carlson ’62 (2006), Dr. James 

Bibza (2005), Richard Leo (2004), Dr. James Dixon (2003), Dr. 

Timothy Homan (2002), Dr. John Sparks ’66 (2001) and Dr. Gary 

Smith ’72 (2000). 

Three faculty members awarded 
sabbaticals for 2012-13

The College awarded semester-long 

sabbaticals to three faculty members for 

the 2012-13 academic year. The recipients are 

Dr. Iain Duguid, professor 

of biblical and religious 

studies; Dr. Glenn Marsch, 

professor of physics and Dr. 

Kevin Seybold, chair of the 

department of psychology 

and professor of psychology. 

Since its inception in 2004, the College’s 

sabbatical program has helped 23 

faculty members pursue 

research interests. In that 

time, faculty members 

have produced several 

books and manuscripts, 

published articles, made 

presentations at professional 

conferences and written 

white papers for The 

Center for Vision & Values 

at Grove City College.

DuguidJones

Edwards

Marsch

Seybold
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Spring Recap

Men’s Tennis

Grove City won its 22nd 

straight Presidents’ 
Athletic Conference 
championship. The Wolverines 
crowned champions in eight of 
nine flights and finished with 
52 team points out of a possible 
54. As conference champions, 
the Wolverines earned an 
automatic berth to the NCAA 
Championship Tournament. 

Women’s Golf 

When inclement weather 
postponed the PAC 

Championships, the conference 
used its fall championships 
to determine this year’s 
conference champion, which 
placed the Wolverines third 
overall. During the spring 
season, Grove City won the 
Washington & Jefferson 
Invitational. 

Men’s Golf

Grove City finished 
conference play fifth after 

poor weather canceled the 
championships. The Wolverines 
took fifth at the fall portion 
of the championships. Grove 
City concluded the season by 
hosting the McBride-Behringer-
Allen Invitational, named 
for longtime Trustee the late 
Milford McBride ’44, retired 
athletic director the late R. 
Jack Behringer and retired golf 
coach Bill Allen.

Women’s Water Polo 

Grove City captured its third 
straight Collegiate Water 

Polo Association Division III 
title with a win over W&J in the 
CWPA championship match.

Grove City went 10-0 in 
conference play during the 
regular season and hosted the 
CWPA Division III tournament 
in the James E. Longnecker 
Pool. Overall, Grove City 
finished 18-8.

Men’s Track and Field

The Wolverines placed third 
at the PAC Championships, 

as the Grove City thin-clads 
scored 99 points at the two-day 
event.

Women’s Track and Field

Grove City took fourth at the 
conference championships 

by finishing with 103 points. 
It marked the first time since 
2005-06 that the Wolverines 
accumulated 100 points or 
more in back-to-back years at 
the conference meet. Numerous 
athletes qualified for the ECAC 
Championships.

Softball

Grove City finished 19-
21 overall, posting the 

second-highest single-season 
victory total in program 
history. The Wolverines hit a 
school-record 12 home runs 
this season. As a team, Grove 
City led the conference with 43 
stolen bases.
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Baseball
Grove City fielded one of the youngest teams in 

program history in 2012 as numerous freshmen 

and other underclassmen played pivotal roles.

First-year pitchers accounted for half of the 

Wolverines’ innings pitched this year. 
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Futból Americano

Pete Polesnak ’11 is pursuing a master’s 
degree in biotechnology at the 

Universidad de las Americas Puebla in 
Cholula, Puebla, Mexico, where he has been 
awarded a three-year scholarship to play 
football. 

Polesnak was one of 45 NCAA Division 
III football players selected to play in the 
2010 Tazon de Estrellas (Bowl of the Stars). 
The annual match-up between Division 
III college all-stars from the United States 
and players from Mexico was held at Tec de 
Monterrey Stadium in Toluca, Mexico, and 
the Mexican opponents were so impressed 
with Polesnak that they offered him a 
scholarship for full tuition, room and board 
to continue his playing career south of the 
border.  

Along with the normal challenges of 
graduate studies, Polesnak was faced with 
the additional trial of living in a foreign 
culture with a language he did not speak. 

His graduate school experience has 
taught Polesnak much about the Mexican 
culture, which focuses less on timeliness 
and deadlines and more on the importance 
of the material being taught—a distinct 
difference he notes between American 
culture and Latin culture. 

As he finishes his first year in Mexico, 
Polesnak has learned a good deal already. 
“When I came down here after graduation 
in May 2011, I did not know any Spanish,” 
Polesnak said. “My master’s-level class 
was Biologia Molecular y Celular, and I 
only understood every third word. By the 
end of the semester I was able to give two 
30-minute presentations on the cell cycle 
and biosynthesis of proteins.”

Polesnak has adjusted well to life in a 
foreign culture and even has an “adopted” 
Mexican family while he pursues football, 
graduate studies and the adventure of life 
abroad.

Winter Recap

Women’s Swimming and Diving

The team captured its fourth straight 
Presidents’ Athletic Conference title at 

the James E. Longnecker Invitational/PAC 
Championships, Feb. 16-18. The Wolverines 
then posted their best-ever finish at the 
NCAA Division III Championships in 
Indianapolis by taking 10th place overall.  

Men’s Swimming and Diving

Grove City rolled to its fifth straight 
PAC title at the James E. Longnecker 

Invitational/PAC Championships. During 
the regular season, Grove City secured 
its 61st straight winning season. The 
Wolverines went 4-0 in conference dual 
meets, marking the fourth straight year 
that Grove City has posted a perfect league 
record.

Men’s Basketball

The team fielded one of the youngest 
teams in program history and finished 

11-14 overall during the 2011-12 season. The 
Wolverines finished fifth in the conference 
after being chosen ninth in the nine-team 
league prior to the season in the PAC’s 
preseason poll.

Women’s Basketball

Grove City went 7-19 overall this season 
as numerous newcomers dotted the 

Wolverine roster. 

Accomplished coach retires after 40 years of service

Joe Walters, associate athletic director and head tennis coach, retired after 

40 years of dedicated service to the College and its athletic department. He 

served as compliance coordinator since 1996 and holds the rank of professor 

of physical education. 
Walters also worked as an assistant football coach from 1972 to 1995. 

Overall, he has accumulated 422 coaching victories in 46 combined seasons 
and his teams have posted winning records in 42 of those 46 years. The 
conference honored Walters as Coach of the Year in each of the last seven 
seasons.

We thank Coach for everything he has done for the Wolverines and Grove 
City College!
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Join us as we share the stories of four alumni whose love 

of knowledge is changing lives and inspiring others in the 

sciences, theatre, education and literature.

Grove  C i ty  Co l lege  
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We value education. We spend years of our lives and countless dollars 

pursuing it for ourselves and making sure that our children have better 

access to it than we did. Education opens worlds. It allows people to know 

themselves more deeply. It makes people unafraid to venture into the world, 

both figuratively and literally. It encourages travel, understanding. An educated 

populace is the foundation for democracy, a robust and diverse economy, and 

the kinds of innovations that change the world.

In the pages that follow, you’ll meet four alumni who share how their 

educational journeys led them to graduate school, around the world and back 

again, in search of knowledge and with a passion to change the world—

through words, science, art and ministry. 

“Education is the most powerful weapon
which you can use to change the world.”

              — Nelson Mandela

Summer  2012
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With her hands grasped around a cup of warm 

tea, Alison (Lee ’08) Angell paused to take in the 

spectacle: her peers, snugly arranged around a coffee 

table debating the impact of words, a discussion 

initiated by one of the world’s most renowned 

poets—their professor. But to Angell, there was no 

debate. The perfect word can uplift, motivate and 

encourage. It can even lead you to abandon your 

plans and travel the globe in pursuit of a dream. 

Such is the power of words.

By Michael Baker ’09  |  Photos by Walker Angell

words
gravitythe
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“I was kind of embarrassed to pursue writing because I 

didn’t consider myself a writer at the time,” said Angell, 

who now lives and works in the heart of New York City. 

A former education major, she found herself considering a master’s 

degree in creative writing after her passion for poetry was sparked 

and cultivated at Grove City College. Encouraged by her mentor 

Dr. Eric Potter, professor of English, Angell embarked on her 

graduate school experience at the University of St. Andrews in 

Scotland, a world-class institution for writers.

“St. Andrews was my first choice,” Angell said, who enrolled in 

fall 2008. “I’m competitive, so I liked that it was highly regarded.” 

St. Andrews, the third oldest university in the English-speaking 

world, is celebrating its 600th anniversary next year and includes 

accomplished faculty dedicated to preserving the art of poetry.

“In Scotland, I had some of the best poets in the world as my 

lecturers,” Angell said, expressing how her instructors, each an 

award-winning writer with a unique style and approach, taught 

her more than meter and rhyme, but also voice, the intricacies of 

language and how the brain processes sounds. 

“My professor could tell if a poem was good simply by the 

letters I used. I was blown away with how technical it is,” Angell 

said. “I thought [poetry] was an art free of most constraints, but 

it is more like a puzzle. For example, many words that begin with 

the ‘s-n’ sound have to do with the nose. You want the sounds to 

match [the poem’s message].”

Painstakingly crafting poems, where each sound, word and 

turn of phrase is essential to the quality of the end product, is an 

exhaustive process, much like a composer carefully arranging each 

note and chord in a symphony. 

“There are those who are born great poets and others who need 

to work at it—I’m one that needs to work,” Angell joked. “But 

it’s encouraging to remember that even the most famous of poets 

probably has only a handful of truly great poems.” But those rare 

great poems are still worth chasing.

“Great poems outlast individuals, nations and institutions. 

That’s no accident,” said one of Angell’s St. Andrews lecturers, 

Robert Crawford, a 2008 finalist for the distinguished T.S. Eliot 

Prize for Poetry, one of the world’s top poetry awards. “We tend to 

turn to poetry at moments of intensity in our lives—when we fall 

in love or at funerals—because it has the power to articulate with 

nuance, attentiveness and shape what we often find difficult to put 

into words, yet long to articulate. It reminds me why I love words.”

Summer  2012
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Luckily for Angell, her experience in 

Scotland provided a wealth of inspiration 

upon which to draw.

“St. Andrews is a gorgeous and 

breathtaking town. I literally sat in 

my poetry class and could see a castle 

on the North Sea’s cliffs,” said Angell, 

who employed the contrasting fairytale 

aesthetic of Scotland with her familiar 

surroundings in the United States to 

propel her writing. “I actually wrote more 

about the nature in Scotland. I would walk 

along the coast and town—it’s a much 

slower pace of life, and the quietness was 

conducive to writing poetry.”

“The culture of the U.K. is you get 

together, you take a moment, you stop by 

unannounced,” Angell explained. “They’re 

very open to conversation. Americans 

are very busy. We have to schedule 

everything.”

The culture change, in addition to 

benefitting her poetry, was a transition 

made easier by her supportive family in 

the U.S., new friendships—and finding the 

love of her life.

She and Walker Angell, a fellow St. 

Andrews graduate student, attended the 

same church and met through mutual 

friends. Their romance was sparked not 

only by Walker’s actions, such as timeless 

dates around the picturesque countryside 

of Scotland, but also through his words.

“We would write 2,000-word emails 

back and forth,” Walker said with a jovial 

smile. 

“Walker is such an amazing writer, way 

better than I am,” she said. “Plus, I express 

myself better in writing, so it worked out 

beautifully.” 

But Angell’s life in Scotland almost 

never happened. “Without Dr. Potter, 

I would have never had the courage to 

pursue it. Before Grove City, I really didn’t 

know how to write poetry. Then I took a 

writing class with him and just loved it—

he changed my life—I took every class I 

could with him.” 

Above: Angell, second from left, with friends, at her St. Andrews graduation.

Below: Alison and Walker share a love of nature. Here they are enjoying the Scottish countryside. 
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“I believe passion, if leading to hard 

work, will take you a long way,” Potter 

said. “The process of education is more 

than job training; we’re developing our 

potential and gifts as human beings.”  

Potter, the 2009 Omicron Delta Kappa 

Professor of the Year and fellow poet, 

taught Angell the wherewithal she’d 

need for her professors’ assessment at 

the graduate level. While Angell had the 

passion and the work ethic, part of the 

learning curve for any aspiring poet is 

embracing evaluation—removing the 

temptation of hiding your poetry in the 

comfort of a bedroom drawer and instead 

welcoming the uneasiness of having it 

displayed for a roomful of prominent poets 

to judge and critique.

That’s why Potter shares his own 

poetry-in-progress. “There’s a risk involved 

when you create something for people 

to evaluate, but if everyone is risking, 

you don’t feel like the only one exposed. 

It lowers the professor-student barrier, 

[illustrating] we are a community of 

writers who all need more work.”

Through working one-on-one in an 

independent study with Potter, Angell 

came to trust his professional guidance, 

so when she approached him, hesitant at 

the thought of studying poetry further, he 

understood. What was Angell going to do 

with a master’s degree in poetry? 

“To pursue poetry sounds to most 

people like you want to be unemployed 

and starving,” Potter joked.

But instead of living the life of a 

starving artist, Angell has taken her 

experience—and degree—from the idyllic 

stony Scottish beaches she’d come to love 

to New York City. Today, she works on 

Broadway for Scholastic, the world’s largest 

publisher and distributor of children’s 

literature, writing proposals for the 

organization’s free in-school programs.

“I write and use the skills I learned at 

Grove City and St. Andrews every day,” 

Angell said. “It’s extremely rewarding to be 

able to [write] programs which, if bought, 

could be sent to schools nationwide.”

“Poetry readers and corporate 

executives are both impacted by language, 

likely more than they realize, and learning 

to use language to its greatest effect is 

something that benefits my marketing 

pitches as well as sonnet-writing.”

And now it is Angell’s words that are 

making all the difference. 

“I WRITE AND USE THE 
SKILLS I LEARNED AT 
GROVE CITY AND ST. 
ANDREWS EVERY DAY”
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By Matt Muetzel ’09  |  Photos courtesy of Jim Hammerlee ’52

Lahore to  
New Haven

It was the summer of 1948, and Jim Hammerlee ’52 was pouring concrete with an all-night 

construction crew in Franklin, Pa. Meanwhile, halfway around the world, millions of Muslim, Sikh, 

Hindu and Christian refugees were scrambling to settle in the newly partitioned states of India 

and Pakistan. For Hammerlee, a ministry in Pakistan that would result in graduate school at 

Yale University, the University of Pennsylvania, and a career at Bucknell University were beyond 

imagination, but Grove City College was close. In fact, Hammerlee was only $125 away. 
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After a summer of manual labor, 

Hammerlee earned enough money 

to enroll at Grove City College 

and arrived to a bustling campus of 

returned World War II veterans, spirited 

upperclassmen and eager freshmen. 

Hammerlee quickly formed friendships and 

thrived in the classroom. Taking advantage 

of the new opportunities afforded to him, 

Hammerlee served as president of both the 

Pennsylvania Methodist Student Movement 

and the Christian Service League. 

“I developed a keen interest and passion 

for all things international,” Hammerlee 

said, crediting that passion to his 

involvement in those organizations.  

So, when Hammerlee learned of the A3 

Program—an early forerunner to the Peace 

Corps that sent recent college graduates 

on two-year international assignments—

he knew what he wanted to do after 

graduation. Hammerlee was accepted to 

the program and was assigned to work in 

Lahore, Pakistan, one of the most volatile 

cities after the 1947 partition of India and 

Pakistan. 

“I was just a boy from a tiny town, 

tiny high school and inexpensive college 

traveling the world, it was incredible.” 

Hammerlee remembers fondly the six-

week freighter voyage across the Atlantic 

that brought him to Pakistan. The ship was 

the temporary home to missionaries of all 

different ages and assignments. Hammerlee 

listened intently to their stories and advice 

as he prepared for his first assignment. 

Upon arriving in Pakistan, Hammerlee 

was struck by what he saw. 

“Put simply, the city [Lahore] was a 

wreck.”

 The years following partition were 

defined by religious and ethnic conflicts, 

the effects of which could be seen on the 

faces of a fractured and vulnerable people. 

From dense urban areas to remote villages, 

medical care and educational opportunities 

were limited.

 During his first year, Hammerlee was 

assigned to oversee the dormitory of the 

Raiwind Christian Institute, a boarding 

school in Lahore for Muslim and Christian 

students founded by American missionary 

Charles Forman. In his second year, 

Hammerlee drove an x-ray unit to Lahore’s 

outlying villages to provide medical services 

to unreached people groups. In the midst 

of this second year, Hammerlee felt a call to 

the ministry. 

With his time in Pakistan drawing to a 

close, Hammerlee applied to Yale Divinity 

School and was accepted. 

“I was not a scholar then or now; I 

applied and couldn’t believe I got in, but I 

did,” Hammerlee joked. 

“Actually, much like Grove City, Yale was 

such a family place back then,” Hammerlee 

recalls.  

One professor in particular who 

influenced Hammerlee throughout his time 

at Yale was Professor of Missions Charles 

Forman. It was Forman’s father who had 

founded both the Rang Mahal School 

and Forman College in Pakistan (where 

Hammerlee would later return to serve).  

Hammerlee often found himself reflecting 

on the work still to be done in Pakistan and 

Forman encouraged him to concentrate 

his studies on missions. Hammerlee took 

his advice and after graduating from Yale, 

he decided to continue his education at 

the University of Pennsylvania. At Penn, 

Hammerlee completed a term in South 

Asian studies as he anxiously awaited 

a response and assignment from the 

Methodist Board of Global Missions.

 It was a snowy day in Philadelphia 

when the word finally came. Hammerlee 

would return to Pakistan to work with 

youth in the village of Kanawha. Hammerlee 

remained in Pakistan for the next five 

years working in Christian education and 

building relationships with students. Upon 

returning to the States, Hammerlee began 

a 26-year career with Bucknell, serving 

as university chaplain and director of the 

University Center and student activities.  

Focusing on international student outreach, 

Hammerlee continued to live out his passion 

for the world’s youth and still maintains 

close relationships with dozens of “his kids” 

around the world. 

Sixty years have passed since 

Hammerlee and the Class of 1952 left Grove 

City College to change the world. Now, a 

journey that began on a rural Pennsylvania 

road has wrapped its way around the globe 

and come full circle. Helping to plan his 

class’ 60th reunion, Hammerlee is thankful 

that Grove City College remains within the 

reach of families with modest means. 

“Grove City College is a very special and 

unique place. I am so blessed to have been 

able to attend and form lifelong friendships. 

It was journey I couldn’t even have begun to 

imagine.” 

“I was just a boy from a tiny 

town, tiny high school and 

inexpensive college traveling 

the world, it was incredible.” 
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By Charlene (Griffin ’83) Shaw  |  Photos courtesy of Adam Seybold ’00

Blame 
  Portland

Ask Adam Seybold ’00 what offered both the 

greatest benefit to his life while causing the most 

consternation for his parents, and he’ll say with 

a laugh, “abandoning my plan for law school to 

study acting.”

A psychology major at Grove City College, Seybold seemed 
to be following in the footsteps of his father, Dr. Kevin 
Seybold, chair of the Department of Psychology and 

professor of psychology at the College. But the younger Seybold 
decided to take a year break prior to starting law school to explore 
the beauty and cultural offerings in Oregon’s largest city. One 
year became two, and Seybold found work and a thriving art and 
theatre scene in Portland. Seybold had, after all, performed in 
Grove City College productions since he had the good fortune 
to be discovered by Betsy (Boak ’77) Craig, associate professor 
of English and theatre, a neighbor who became his mentor, for 
a production of The Music Man at the age of nine. College gave 
him more opportunities to act, even as he continued on a degree 
and career goal that was decidedly different. Now, here he was in 
Portland, faced with a choice: law school or follow a less certain 
dream. 

He began acting lessons with well respected acting coach 
Christine Menzies. “It was Christine who told me about the great 
graduate acting curriculum at the University of York in Toronto. 
She’d graduated from there and said that the program was one of 
the best.”

it on
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Seybold had made his choice—acting 
over law. After discussing his plan with his 
somewhat skeptical but supportive parents, 
Seybold pulled up stakes once more and 
moved to Toronto for graduate school and 
to build what he hoped was a working 
actor’s portfolio. 

“So many people don’t realize that, 
ultimately, acting is a craft as much as an 
art. You can have talent, but without the 
actual workman’s tools learned at schools 
like York, you won’t develop into a true 
professional actor. The real pro will make 
the performance work no matter what the 
material is, or where the performance is 
staged, or if your audience is in a theatre or 
in a classroom of kids. That’s what makes 
the difference between the amateur and the 
professional. The professional actor doesn’t 
take a role for enjoyment, he takes it as a 
job, and gives everything he has to make 
it totally, utterly believable every day, 365 
days a year, if necessary.”  That level of 
professional training was what York gave 
him.

Seybold cut his acting teeth at York, 
learning how to write, act and direct—
theatre’s triple threat. And York was also 
where Seybold met his wife, Kate, as well as 
his first agent, who has landed him several 
film roles.  

“Obviously, meeting Kate was the 
best thing that ever happened to me, but 

there are some actors who would think 
that landing an agent is actually the most 
valuable!”  

Since receiving his master’s degree from 
York, Seybold, his wife and a third fellow 
York graduate have founded the Quickening 
Theatre in Toronto where Seybold still lives. 

“The company formed after the creation 
of our first original work, The Children’s 
Museum. In September 2007, we hopped 
on a plane to San Francisco to present the 
show at that city’s Fringe Festival. Not 
only had we never written or produced 
a play, but we were also in a new city 
without easy access to an audience. Our 
first performance was monumental, and 
it sparked the beginning of our desire to 
produce our own work again and again. 
When the lights came up at our curtain 
call and our audience of nine people stood 
up and clapped, we were elated. There was 
nothing more incredible in our lives than 

the moment when nine unknown people 
responded to a story that we needed to tell.  
The ‘creator’ seed was planted and from 
that point on we began writing, directing 
and producing theatre. Since 2007 we have 
written, directed, performed and produced 
five original new plays: The Children’s 
Museum, Code Blue, Fish Face, Mister Baxter 
and The De Chardin Project.” 

The De Chardin Project was featured 
at the College’s Christian Writer’s 
Conference in March. A story of struggle 
and the human power of creation, Seybold 
focuses the writing, acting and directing 
of the story on the life and work of Pierre 
Teilhard de Chardin, a French philosopher, 
paleontologist, geologist and Jesuit priest, 
who controversially theorized evolution as 
a process by which God is drawing creation 
toward a state of supreme consciousness. 
His synthesis of theology, paleontology 
and evolutionary theory was influential in 
the emerging field of evolutionary biology, 
though it also put him in conflict with the 
Catholic Church.

“I think that some of life’s biggest 
challenges definitely are the catalyst for 
incredible creativity,” he said. “No matter 
how painful, how heartbreaking moments 
in life can be, I think the possibility 
for something incredible to be created 
inevitably follows. I’m thrilled when people 
find that message in my work.”  

“I think that some of  
life’s biggest challenges 
definitely are the catalyst  
for incredible creativity”

Seybold and his wife Kate 
perform The DeChardin Project, 

Seybold's original work.
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Thomas is a Ph.D. candidate in 
medical engineering and medical 
physics through the Harvard-

MIT Division of Health Sciences and 
Technology. Her work incorporates aspects 
of electrical and mechanical engineering 
(hardware design and fabrication), physics 
(optics), neuroscience and cognitive 
sciences, biology (anatomy, physiology, 
genetics, pharmacology), computer science 
(modeling, algorithms for data analysis, 
etc.), math (statistics), and, occasionally, 
some chemistry.

“I think when I counted last, I figured 
out the work I’m doing spans over 12 
disciplines,” she said. “I’m interested in 
what makes a mind a mind.” Or, put another 
way, Thomas is interested in developing 
treatments for brain disorders. 

“When we treat patients for neurological 
disorders,” she explained, “most medicines 
administered bathe the entire brain in 
whatever chemical is being used.” But 
neurological disorders don’t affect the whole 
brain. Information passes along a complex 
highway of neurons in the brain. If “parts” 
of this highway malfunction in some way, it 
can lead to diseases such as Parkinson’s or 
Alzheimer’s. 

Her research agenda focuses on what is 
known as working memory. A vital function 
of our brains, it provides temporary storage 
for and the ability to manipulate information 
necessary for such complex cognitive tasks 
as language comprehension, learning and 
reasoning. She gives me a quick lesson, 
borrowing my pen to draw a diagram of the 
neurological path information travels in our 
brains in order for a person to remember. 
A good example is remembering that the 
person you just saw in the elevator asked 
if you are free for a meeting at 2 p.m. next 
Tuesday. Working memory is what helps 
us hold that information in our brains long 
enough to get back to our desks and check 
our calendars. When working memory 
doesn’t function properly, people can be 
affected in very debilitating ways.

Thomas’ interest stems from the need for 
new tools to study and treat the brain. The 
joint Harvard-MIT program offers Thomas 
the latitude to work across disciplines. She 

By Melinda Miller  |  Photos by Demetri Papoulidis

Engineering  
Memory

Leah (Acker ’07) Thomas meets me near the Harvard Square 

“T” stop in Cambridge, Mass. She moves efficiently through the 

crowd, texting her husband to let him know where he can join us.  

We settle in for a bite just off the Square and Thomas begins her 

introduction, or perhaps lesson, on her research. 
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is taking full advantage of the opportunity 
by pioneering a new brain treatment using 
optitronics, a non-invasive procedure, 
that when finished, will be able to treat 
neurological disorders with light instead of 
drugs.

“I like that working in medical 
engineering and medical physics is hands 
on,” she explained, “but this is less about 
passion and more about that this research 
can and needs to be done.” 

Clearly, Thomas has a broad spectrum of 
interests. At Grove City College she earned 
two degrees, a B.S. in electrical engineering 
and a B.A. in political science, both summa 
cum laude. She served as editor-in-chief 
of The Collegian and was president of the 
ham radio club. She and her husband, 
Jared Thomas ’08, both worked in the 
Technological Learning Center as student 
support staff. 

Thomas sees her husband enter, 
and he sits down with us. They met 
while volunteering at a high school 
debate competition being held in the 
Hall of Arts and Letters on the Grove 
City College campus. Thomas attended 
graduate school at Duke University 
earning a Master of Theological Studies 
and is working on his master’s in higher 
education administration at Harvard. He 
is the support center supervisor in the 
Department of Information Technology at 
Harvard, responsible for Harvard College 
and Harvard University’s College of Arts 
and Sciences. He’s on duty this weekend (to 
manage any tech issues that may arise) and 
apologizes for having to check his email 
throughout our visit. He aspires to be a CIO.

We order food, and the conversation 
turns to the nature of a liberal arts 
education and how to maintain a healthy 
marriage when comprised of two 
accomplished persons who are in the thick 
of graduate school and launching their 
professional lives. Jared and Leah have been 
married since 2008.

 “Basically, Jared and I just support each 
other as partners. If one of us has to stay 
late, the other will bring dinner. If I have an 
experiment that I need to start before the 
“T” is running, then he will give me a ride 

to work. I typically proofread his papers—I 
used to be a Collegian editor, so it’s nice to 
break the red pen out once in a while. It is 
difficult to keep our professional lives from 
encroaching too much on our family life, 
and we rely on each other to keep a healthy 
balance,” Thomas explained.

While enrollment at a joint Harvard-
MIT program is only an option for a very 
select group of scientists, both Jared and 
Leah stress the importance of summer 
internships undertaken during their years 
at Grove City College as being instrumental 
in providing both direction and contacts 
that helped both of them prepare to pursue 
graduate careers.  

Leah and Jared agree, as we talk, 
that students should pursue internship 
opportunities. 

“Work for free,” they both urged current 
college students, “it’s the way to gain 
valuable experience, possibly be included as 
a co-author in a scholarly publication and 
meet valuable contacts who can help with 
recommendations and connections when it 
comes time to apply to graduate programs. 
Getting into graduate school takes luck and 
perseverance, but a liberal arts education 
offers the best foundation,” explained 
Thomas. “It teaches you to write better. It 
teaches a mental nimbleness.” 

And perseverance, combined with some 
mental nimbleness and undergraduate 
internships, have launched Thomas forward 
to the leading edge of medical research. 

“Getting into graduate 

school takes luck and 

perseverance, but a liberal 

arts education offers the 

best foundation”

Thomas' research focuses 
on working memory. Her 
breakthroughs are helping to 
advance non-invasive treatments  
for brain disorders.
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KEEP IN TOUCH!
We want to keep in touch with 

you electronically! If you have 

an e-mail address, or have 

recently changed your address, 

make changes through the 

Alumni eCommunity or contact 

us at alumni@gcc.edu.

class notes

Bruce Haedrich published his first 

novel, The Fifth Generation War. 

The fictional American war story 

is available at iUniverse, Barnes & 

Noble and Amazon.

1968
G. Ronald Marshall was inducted 

into the Horace Mann Insurance 

Company Hall of Fame in June 

2012. He received this recognition 

at the company’s leadership 

conference in Switzerland, which 

1959
Col. Joseph Eash, USAF, ret., 

was honored in February for his 

contributions by the National 

Reconnaissance Office, based in 

Chantilly, Va. The office designs, 

builds and operates the nation’s 

spy satellites. As chief of the 

NRO’s special staff, Eash led 

the development of new, highly 

sensitive missions for both aircraft 

and satellite systems. His career 

spanned 1959 to 1987.

1961
Jim Urner recently was elected 

chairman of the board of directors 

for the New Jersey Museum of 

Boating.

1962
Jack Barry, a 

retired CEO, 

donates time to 

entrepreneurial 

companies. 

He is a 

frequent keynote speaker at 

business forums and professional 

organizations. He is a panelist 

in the Goldman Sachs/Babson 

College “10,000 Small Business 

Program” and is a member of 

the Small Business Council 

of Newspring helping Spring 

Branch, Texas. He served Grove 

City College’s Entrepreneurship 

Advisory Council from 2002 to 

2007. In addition to volunteer 

work, Barry has an executive 

consulting practice. He also 

co-facilitates Richard Tyler 

International’s corporate education 

programs in sales and leadership.

1963
The Rev. Dr. Benjamin Pratt 

published A Guide For Caregivers, 

Keeping Your Spirit Healthy 

When Your Caregiver Duties and 

Responsibilities Are Dragging You 

Down. Pratt practiced pastoral 

counseling for more than 30 years 

in the Washington, D.C., area.

class notes

e: Alumni eCommunity Class Note.  

More info at alumni.gcc.edu/update.

OKIE Cruise |  Omicron Xi fraternity alumni met at the home of Ralph 

’66 and Grace (Ferguson ’67) Humbertson in Miami Beach for a pre-cruise 

party, then boarded a cruise ship to Key West and Cozumel, Mexico, for 

four days. The members traveled from Pennsylvania, Michigan, Virginia, 

Montana, Georgia, South Carolina, Missouri and Florida to join the February 

fun. Row 1, from left: Errol Peschel ’70, Barb Spearing, Jim Morrow ’64, 

Vena Morrow, Marnie (Howard ’68) McKnight and Jack McKnight ’68. Row 

2: Ralph Humbertson ’66, Grace (Ferguson ’67) Humbertson, John Kraybill 

’68, Margo (DeVore ’68) Kraybill, John Bullions ’67 and Barb Bullions. 

Row 3: Bob Flanagan ’67, Carol Flanagan, Tim Flanagan ’65 and Anecia 

Flanagan. Row 4: Frank “Chips” Butters ’66, Kay Butters, Dick Hollander 

’68, Brenda (DiPrimio ’69) Hollander, Larry Lawrence ’66 and Carmen 

Lawrence.

Finding Grovers | While 

visiting Kauai, Hawaii, in 

February, Joann (Tresham 

’64) and Bill ’64 Mehaffey met 

docent and fellow Grover Nancy 

(Watkins ’46) Bunyan, center, 

leading their tour of the Grove 

Farm historic sugar plantation. 
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he attended with his wife, Marian. 

Ron has completed 30 years at 

the insurance and investment 

company, which specializes in the 

financial needs of educators.

1969
Dr. William Paquette, professor 

of history at Tidewater 

Community College, Virginia, 

in 2011 was awarded an NEH 

Landmark research grant for 

“Thomas Jefferson: Legacies 

and Landmarks;” was given a 

Distinguished Service Award by 

the General Society of Mayflower 

Descendants for his service 

as education chairman of the 

General Society; was inducted 

into Duquesne University’s Signet 

Society; and had articles published 

in Great Lives from History: The 

Incredibly Wealthy, The Thirties in 

America,  The Twenties in America, 

The Encyclopedia of Hispanic 

Americans, the Humanities Review, 

and the Mayflower Quarterly.

1970
Dane Raven retired as national 

accounts sales and marketing 

manager with Honeywell 

Consumer Products Group. His 

responsibilities included sales and 

marketing to numerous national 

chain stores. e

James Shaner was promoted to 

747 captain at Delta Air Lines 

located in Detroit, Mich. e

1972 
Diana Rein, after 30 years as an 

educator, is still teaching as a 

retired person. She now teaches 

people to ride motorcycles as a 

Motorcycle Safety Foundation 

instructor for the state of 

Maryland. She enjoyed an earlier 

career in the classroom, as 

high school vice principal and 

principal.

1973
Col. Suellyn 

Wright Novak, 

USAF, ret., 

received two 

honors for her 

work opening 

the Alaska Veterans Museum 

in Anchorage, the culmination 

of a 10-year dream. The Alaska 

Historical Society surprised 

Novak with the Contributions 

to Alaska History award at its 

annual conference. She also was 

recognized as a 2011-12 Woman 

of the Year by The National 

Association of Professional 

Women.

1974
Mary Elizabeth Blaine-Lemmo has 

retired after 35 years of teaching 

English. The last 33 years were 

with the Seneca Valley (Pa.) 

School District.

Dan Cardone, 20-year athletic 

director for the North Hills 

School District, was inducted in 

to the Western Chapter of the 

Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame. 

He was recognized for coaching 

at the high school and college 

levels, and being a three-sport 

standout at Hampton High School. 

He also does scouting work at the 

professional level and promotes 

good sportsmanship throughout 

the region.

1976
Sherry DuCarme continues to work 

for PNC Financial Services Group 

at its headquarters in Pittsburgh 

and has been named an executive 

vice president. She was elected 

to the board of trustees of Phipps 

Conservatory and Botanical 

Gardens in Pittsburgh and elected 

vice chairman of the board of 

directors of the Mattress Factory 

International Contemporary Art 

Museum. She lives in Peters 

Township, Pa., with her husband 

and two daughters.

Rodney Smith is celebrating 

his 35th year of ministry as 

an ordained United Methodist 

minister in the Western 

Pennsylvania Conference. He is 

in his 12th year as lead pastor of 

the Chippewa United Methodist 

Church in Beaver Falls, Pa. Under 

his leadership, a new $1.7 million 
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Community Life Center was 

opened on the church’s campus.

1977
Gary Hummel is the new president 

of the US Airways pilots union. 

His three-year term began in April. 

He is a Philadelphia-based Airbus 

captain.

1978
The Rev. Louis Kilgore was 

honored as a Goodwill Ambassador 

by the Wyckoff (N.J.) Family 

YMCA. The award recognizes 

individuals who have created 

harmony and inclusion among 

others. Kilgore is pastor of The 

Presbyterian Church at Franklin 

Lakes, N.J.

1979
Kathleen (Angell) Gallagher was 

named by Pennsylvania Governor 

Tom Corbett to the newly created 

Higher Education Advisory Panel. 

The panel will evaluate trends in 

education and study how to make 

higher education affordable to the 

state’s students and taxpayers.

1983
David Brooks was appointed senior 

vice president/director of the 

lending center and chief lending 

officer of ESL Federal Credit 

Union, based in Rochester, N.Y.

Dr. R. Tad Greig 

was selected 

as the 2012 

Pennsylvania 

Music Educators 

Association  

All-State Wind Ensemble 

conductor. The group’s concert, 

featuring talented high school 

musicians from across the state, 

was part of the PMEA conference 

held in April. Greig is chair of 

Westminster College’s Department 

of Music.

Sun City Sisterhood | Four sorority sisters of the Theta Alpha 

Pi Class of 1970 met in Sun City, S.C., in January. Hosts were Anne 

(Forrest) and Jim Hamilton. From left: Robyn (Caldwell) Kiser, 

Hamilton, Judy (Borland) Augustin and Mary Grace (Krebs) Schaap.
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Kathy (Betros) 

Sisler joined 

the public 

accounting 

firm of Malin 

Bergquist in 

Pittsburgh as a tax supervisor. She 

is a licensed CPA.

1984
Gail (Zehner) Martin authored The 

Dread, which is book two and the 

conclusion in the Fallen Kings 

Cycle. It is a follow-up to The 

Sworn. More info is available at 

orbitbooks.net.

1985
Heather (King) Mallard was named 

vice president, general counsel 

and corporate secretary for Acorn 

Energy, an energy technology 

company. Mallard is a corporate 

and business lawyer.

Dean Moore accepted a position 

as key account manager-Americas 

at INEOS Melamines in West 

Chester, Pa. e

1989
Samuel Goncz joined Cohen 

& Grigsby, a business law firm 

headquartered in Pittsburgh. 

He is a director in the Estates 

and Trusts Group. He focuses on 

business succession planning, 

estate planning and federal estate 

tax matters.

1990
Suzanne (Orr) Beach and her 

husband, Richard, welcomed 

daughter Sophia Rene on April 1, 

2009. She joins siblings Kyle, 15, 

and Kate, 12. Suzanne is a third 

grade teacher with the Franklin 

(Pa.) Area School District and 

resides in Franklin.

1993
Jennifer (Urh) Burke and her 

husband, Tom, welcomed son 

Henry Adam on Jan. 18, 2012. e 

Connie (Nelson) Nichols was 

named by Pennsylvania Governor 

Tom Corbett to the newly created 

Higher Education Advisory Panel. 

The panel will evaluate trends in 

education and study how to make 

higher education affordable to the 

state’s students and taxpayers.

1994
Matthew Pitzer was named senior 

producer of “Andrea Mitchell 

Reports” on MSNBC. Most 

recently, he was senior producer 

of the noon hour, overseeing 

stories ranging from the Arab 

spring to the deaths of Osama bin 

Laden and Saddam Hussein. e

1995
Lynn (Kress) Hutchison and her 

husband, Eric, are the parents 

of son Caleb Anthony, born Aug. 

18, 2011. His brother is Nolan. 

The family resides in Pitsburgh.

1996
Amy (Scott) Campbell and her 

husband, David, welcomed 

daughter Whitney Kristin on April 

26, 2011. Brother Matthew is 2. 

Jenna (Gouker) Miller and her 

husband, Stephen, announce 

the birth of daughter Gloria 

Esperanza on March 12, 2012. 

Glory joins siblings Hannah, 

Willow, Leonidas, Vera and 

Jasper at home in central 

Minnesota. 

Heidi (McGowan) Tustin and her 

husband, Thomas, announce the 

birth of son Alexander Ryan on 

Oct. 4, 2011. e 

1997
Shannon 

Sanders and 

Adelbert “Bert” 

Sturdevant II 

were married 

Nov. 12, 2011, 

in Titusville, Pa. The Sturdevants 

live near Cambridge Springs, Pa.

Jason Seaborn 

is the social 

media and 

website director 

of the Linda 

Lingle for U.S. 

Senate campaign. Lingle is the 

former two-term Republican 

governor of Hawaii, and Seaborn 

oversees content management, 

strategy and implementation 

among the communications arms 

of the campaign. He also works as 

communications and social media 

manager at Hagadone Printing, 

Hawaii’s largest commercial 

printer. He lives in Hawaii with his 

wife, Jowell, and three children.

Amy (Parrish) and Kirk Shelhamer 

announce the birth of son Ryan 

Gregory on March 27, 2012. e

Inviting Friends | The home of Jane (Proctor) Fleming in Portsmouth, 

R.I., was the meeting spot for these Class of 1972 friends. From left: Sharon 

(Policelli) Faelten, Jane (Wiggins) Amis, Linda (Voss) Conley, Christine (Ecke) 

King and Fleming.

Fall Fun | These Gamma Chi sorority sisters and Class of 1983 friends 

met in late October 2011 for an overnight stay at the Spring Valley Golf 

Course and Inn near Grove City. Front, from left: Beth (Stilley) Ketterman 

and Barb (Eisengart) Gaus. Back: Tammy (Shatttuck) Hawbaker, Cheryl 

(Stawiarski) Sullivan, Joanne (Iacobucci) Tovissi, Candy (Kopsak) Hoffman, 

Jody (Emery) Galberach and Evie (Deahl) Barnes. Not pictured: Jami 

(Russell) Sundberg.
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Dr. Kelly Shields received the 

2012 ENTELLIGENCE Young 

Investigators Award from 

Actelion Pharmaceuticals. 

Her project, titled “The 

Role of Perivascular Adipose 

Tissue in Pulmonary Arterial 

Hypertension,” is based on her 

work performed at the University 

of Pittsburgh and featured on 

the covers of Nature Reviews in 

Rheumatology 2012. Shields 

is with the Lupus Center of 

Excellence at West Penn 

Allegheny Health System.

1998
Vincent Anastasi signed with 

Tate Music Group, a small 

record company from Oklahoma 

City, Okla. He worked with Tate 

to record, design and release his 

first studio album since college, 

called “At the In Between.” 

More information is available on 

his Facebook page.

Robin (Miller) and Adam ’97 

Drews have two additions to the 

family. Son Gunner Jin was born 

May 31, 2010, in South Korea 

and came home in April 2011. 

Daughter Sonrisa Rose was born 

in August 2011. e

Michael Fitzpatrick and his wife, 

Robyn, welcomed twins, Megan 

Elizabeth and Joshua Titus on 

Sept. 30, 2011. Siblings are Molly 

and Stephen. 

Marilee (Gerhart) and Bob Price 

announce the birth of daughter 

Rebecca Leigh on June 13, 2011. e

Cori (Forney) and Grady ’99 

Summers welcomed son Blake 

Meyer on Dec. 17, 2011. He joins 

siblings Madeline, 7, Amelia, 5, 

and Grayden, 3. Grady recently 

joined cyber security startup 

Mandiant as vice president of 

customer success. They reside in 

Lebanon, Pa.

Kristen (Mischler) and William 

Wickard are the parents of twins, 

Nadia Marie and William John, 

born Dec. 6, 2011. They join 

sisters Mia and Anya in Gibsonia, 

Pa.

1999
Paul Britton accepted a position 

as a program manager at Indiana 

Mills and Manufacturing, Inc., 

in Westfield, Ind. Paul, wife Kate 

(Dinsmore ’00) Britton, and 

three kids relocated to Indiana in 

October 2011 and are now living 

close to family. e

Amy (Donehoo) and Matthew 

’95 Doz announce the birth of 

daughter Emily Elizabeth on Jan. 

26, 2011. She joins sister Maggie 

at home in Gibsonia, Pa.

Sloan MacRae is Shenandoah 

University’s new managing 

director for the Shenandoah 

Conservatory and director 

of the Performing Arts Live 

concert series. The position, 

in Winchester, Va., includes 

marketing and promoting all 

ticketed performing arts events 

and developing the Performing 

Arts Live concert series.

Katherine (Moser) Quackenbush 

is now an assistant vice president 

with Jewett City (Conn.) Savings 

Bank. She serves as the bank’s 

human resources officer.

Rebecca (Albright) Weaver and 

her husband, BJ, welcomed son 

Ryan Robert on Dec. 1, 2010. e

2000
Theresa (Numer) Garvin and 

her husband, Stephen, are the 

parents of daughter Theresa 

Shalome, born June 18, 2011. 

Sisters are Naomi, 6, Miriam, 4, 

and Abigail, 2.

Megan (Evans) and Rob ’01 Hill 

welcomed son Nathan Amanuel 

Evans, born in Ethiopia on Jan. 

6, 2009, and arriving home on 

March 9, 2012. He joins brothers 

Brad, 5, and Caleb, 3.

Julie (Covert) Kumpar and 

her husband, Matt, welcomed 

daughter Elliana “Ellie” Joy on 

July 15, 2011. Julie is a stay-

at-home mom working on a part-

time basis as a speech-language 

pathologist at a private practice 

in Westminster, Md. The Kumpars 

reside in Westminster.

Alyx (Phillips) and Steven ’01 

Petcovic welcomed son Brycen 

Steven on Nov. 10, 2011.

2001
Tera (Sorah) and Matthew 

Donnelly welcomed daughter 

Abigail Jeanne on May 4, 2011. 

She joined brothers Benjamin and 

Christopher.

Megan (Davis) and Lucas 

Engelhardt announce the birth of 

son Isaac Davis on Feb. 27, 2012.

Sarah Ristow and Brian Strickland 

were married Dec. 3, 2011, in 

Anacortes, Wash., where they now 

reside. e

Kelly (Jacobson) Venable and her 

husband, Peter, announce the 

birth of daughter Ruth Amina on 

Sept. 1, 2011. She joins siblings 

Hannah, Daniel and Caleb.

2002
Andrea (Sewell) DeyArmin and her 

husband, Carl, welcomed daughter 

Esther Kathryn on Feb. 9, 2012.

Sarah (Tharnish) Gembar and her 

husband, Michael, welcomed son 

Luke Stephan on Aug. 1, 2010. 

Mike Kashurba joined the football 

coaching staff at Bucknell 

University. He will oversee the 

defensive passing game in 

addition to coaching the safeties. 

He joined Bucknell after nine 

years as an assistant coach at 

Allegheny College.

Abigail (Rissler) Kemerer and her 

husband, Robert, announce the 

birth of daughter Alyssa Nicole on 

Oct. 11, 2011.

Kristin (Livengood) Light and her 

husband, Andrew, welcomed son 

Mason David on June 6, 2011. 

Mason joined brother Caleb.

April Lutz and Dennis Buckley 

were married Dec. 3, 2011,  

in Pittsburgh and now live in 

Vienna, Va. e 

Heather (Simpkins) Parker and her 

husband, Jeff, welcomed daughter 

Clara Anne on Nov. 16, 2011. e

Zeta Night Out | Twenty-three Tri-Sig/Tri-Zeta sorority sisters met for 

an evening in March at Shakespeare’s Restaurant in Elwood City, Pa. The 

ladies represented the Classes of 1986 through 1991.
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2003
Brooke (Croft) and Jonathan 

Louden welcomed daughter Anna 

Grace on Sept. 25, 2011. Brother 

Jack is 2.

Abbie (Turner) and Luke ’04 

Michael welcomed son Landon 

Paul on Jan. 31, 2012. e

Amanda (Garver) Muntz and her 

husband, Joshua, welcomed 

daughter Madalyn Michelle on 

Dec. 24, 2010. e

Lindsie (Nofsinger) and Brian ’02 

Newtz welcomed daughter Allie 

Isabelle on March 16, 2012. 

She joins sisters Courtney, 4, and 

Bridget, 2, in Navarre, Ohio.

Erin (Ellis) Spencer and her 

husband, Jeff, announce the birth 

of daughter Abigail Lynn on Oct. 

31, 2011. e

2004
Joshua Caler was ordained to 

the Sacred Order of Priests on 

Jan. 7, 2012, by the Rt. Rev. 

John Bauerschmidt, bishop of 

the Diocese of Tennessee (the 

Episcopal church). The Rev. Caler 

serves as curate at Christ Church 

Cathedral in Nashville.

Evelyn (Shaw) Fawcett and her 

husband, Luke, announce the 

birth of son Thomas Campbell on 

June 10, 2011. “Cam” is a sweet 

baby born with Hypoplastic Left 

Heart Syndrome and has several 

medical concerns. e

Briana (Bailey) and Duie Latta 

welcomed daughter Gioia (Joy-a) 

Rae on July 28, 2011. Gioia joins 

brother John, 2.

Bethany (Railing) and Walter ’99 

Ransom are the parents of son 

Will James, born Sept. 19, 2011.

Rachel Zinger 

and Matthew 

Godfrey were 

married July 

9, 2011, in 

Pittsburgh. 

Rachel is a music teacher in the 

Woodland Hills School District and 

Matt is a branch manager for ABF 

Freight System.

2005
Talia Barnes 

and Joe Bunting 

were married 

June 5, 2011, 

in Gainesville, 

Ga. They live 

in Gainesville and Talia works in 

development for Adventures in 

Missions.

Jonathan 

Beilfuss and 

Melanie Dodson 

were married 

June 5, 2011, 

in Alexandria, 

Va. They work at International 

Justice Mission – Jonathan as an 

accountant and Melanie as an 

executive assistant. They make 

their home in Arlington, Va.

Danielle (Polito) Bratt and her 

husband, Michael, welcomed 

daughter Sophi Erin on Dec. 10, 

2011.

Chelynne Curci is the new Main 

Street manager for Butler, Pa. 

She leads the nonprofit group 

that is dedicated to the city’s 

revitalization.

Charles Hildbold accepted a 

position as vice president of 

operations for the Allen Wranglers 

professional indoor football team 

in Dallas. e

Lauren (Kupillas) and Gabriel ’06 

Kummant welcomed daughter Eva 

Lauren on Feb. 1, 2011.

Amy (Barron) and Andrew Lucas 

welcomed daughter Karley 

Elizabeth on July 13, 2011. 

Sister Addison is 2. Andrew is 

a seventh grade math teacher 

and the middle school math 

curriculum leader for the Upper 

St. Clair School District near 

Pittsburgh. He recently was 

named Teacher of the Year by 

BlendedSchools.net. The family 

lives in Mt. Lebanon.   

Amy (Bowers) and Ernie Mathews 

welcomed son Arie Nathan on 

Feb. 19, 2012.

Elizabeth (Steele) and Joel ’06 

Pearce are the parents of son 

Isaac Victor, born March 8, 2012.

2006
Kristen DeLibero and Daniel 

Mattock were married June 25, 

2011, in Pittsburgh and currently 

reside in Ashburn, Va. e

Bryan Galus and his wife, 

Lindsay, welcomed son Cory 

Michael on March 27, 2012. 

Hayden Hammett campaigned 

and won election to the 

Leonardtown, Md., town council. 

He began his term in mid-May. 

He is working as a commercial 

lender with Community Bank of 

Tri-County in Leonardtown.

Joel Momper and his wife, Erica, 

welcomed son Jonah Steven on 

Jan. 13, 2012. 

High Calling | Father John 

Miller ’95 is parochial vicar 

at St. Peter Cathedral, Erie, 

Pa., and an adjunct faculty 

member of biology at Cathedral 

Preparatory High School. He 

was ordained a priest of the 

Roman Catholic Church in June 

2009.

After receiving his 

Grove City College degree in 

molecular biology, he earned a 

teaching certificate in biology 

and a master of science degree 

in physiology. He then attended 

Gannon University for two 

years while residing at St. Mark 

Seminary. He became a Holy 

Land Franciscan Friar, learning 

Italian in Rome and going to 

the Middle East for six years, 

living in Ain Karem, Bethlehem 

and Jerusalem. For four years, 

he was the vice-master of 

ceremonies for the Franciscan 

Custody of the Holy Land. 

While serving as a 

missionary, he attended Saints 

Peter and Paul Pontifical 

University and received a 

sacred theology baccalaureate. 

He is in the third year of his 

Erie appointment.Special Honor | Patrick 

Weeks ’09 was promoted to first 

lieutenant in the U.S. Marine 

Corps on Dec. 11, 2011. 

Assisting in the “pinning” was 

Patrick’s wife, Nikki (Cibula ’09) 

Weeks, right.
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2008
Gretchen Blankemeyer and 

Nathan Barrett ’07 were married 

June 4, 2011, and now reside in 

Pittsburgh. e

Jenny Gadsby 

and Ben 

Montoya were 

married Sept. 

17, 2011. Jenny 

began a new 

job at Catholic Health Initiatives 

as a human resources operations 

training and support specialist 

and will complete her master’s in 

human resource development from 

Xavier University in May. Ben is a 

youth pastor, enrollment adviser 

and adjunct faculty member at the 

University of Phoenix.

Joy Gardiner accepted a position as 

accessibility coordinator at  

The John F. Kennedy Center for 

the Performing Arts in Washington, 

D.C. e

Abigail (Garard) and Jonathan 

Holuta announce the birth of 

daughter Adrienne Elizabeth on 

Aug. 20, 2011.

Kalyn (Choby) Miller and her 

husband, Dick, are the parents of 

daughter Eva Gabrielle, born Jan. 

23, 2012. She joins brother Ty 

Alexander.

Amanda (Hewitt) and Nate Moore 

are the parents of son Joshua 

Nathan, born Feb. 9, 2012.

Liam Morris was promoted to lead 

supervisor – molding department 

at Hillside Plastics in Turners 

Falls, Mass. e

Robert Rummel 

and Sarah 

Cinna were 

married Feb. 4, 

2012. Robert 

is an electrical 

engineer with First Energy in 

Greensburg, Pa., and Sarah is 

an R.N. with Mercy Hospital 

in Pittsburgh. They reside in 

Monroeville.

Susie (Doar) and Ian Tobin 

announce the birth of daughter 

Hailey Grace on June 2, 2011.

2009
Rebecca (Hurley) and Andrew 

’08 Benson welcomed son David 

Hurley on Dec. 30, 2011. Sister 

Madailein is 2.

Holly Folmar 

and Charles 

“Cody” Crumrine  

’11 were 

married on July 

23, 2011, in 

Grassflat, Pa. They now reside in 

Morrisdale, Pa.

Heidi (Bartel) Ring and her 

husband, Seth, welcomed 

daughter Arabella Marie on Feb. 

14, 2012.

2010
Laura Kate 

Miller and 

Andy O’Keefe 

were married 

in Hudson, 

Ohio, on 

Nov. 26, 2011. They currently 

live in Drexel Hill, Pa. Laura is 

attending physical therapy school 

2007
Kelly (Costello) Chaney appeared 

on the TV show “Shark Tank” 

on Feb. 10, 2012, pitching her 

Puppycake high quality cake mix 

for dogs.

Melanie (Beil) and Andrew 

Hargest announce the birth of 

daughter Hannah Elizabeth on 

Feb. 1, 2012.

Loren Hershey and his wife, 

Heidi, welcomed daughter Elyse 

Renee on Nov. 26, 2011.

Kori Koper 

and Benjamin 

Szelong ’06 

were married 

June 25, 

2011, in North 

Huntingdon, Pa. Ben  

is a manager at Guardian 

Industries and Kori is manager 

of reporting and analysis 

at Education Management 

Corporation. The couple resides 

in Pittsburgh. 

David Suetterlein was elected 

as the Roanoke County (Va.) 

Republican Committee chairman 

in March. He has been the 

group’s secretary for the last four 

years and works as a legislative 

aide for state Sen. Ralph Smith.

Sorority Support | Emily Anderson ’11 (first row, far right), received 

a send-off banquet from her Gamma Chi sorority sisters. Anderson joined 

the Peace Corps this spring to spend two years in Indonesia teaching 

English as a Second Language.

at Drexel University and Andy 

is teaching high school math at 

Audenreid Charter School in South 

Philadelphia.

2011
Sarah Bargery 

and Ben Leach 

’09 were married 

June 26, 2011, 

in Dickerson, 

Md. They now 

live in Germantown, Md. Ben is a 

police officer in Prince George’s 

County and Sarah is a graduate 

student at Liberty University, while 

continuing as a swim coach.

Jenna Cooper 

and Evan 

Harding were 

married Aug. 27, 

2011, in Troy, 

Pa. Jenna is a 

staff accountant with Grossman 

Yanak & Ford LLP and Evan works 

as a development engineer with 

Bloom Engineering. They live in 

Pittsburgh.

Amanda Deer 

and Luke 

Harmon were 

married Aug. 13, 

2011. They now 

live in South Hamilton, Mass., at 

Gordon-Conwell Seminary.

Elizabeth Dennis and Geoffrey 

Graham were married Dec. 31, 

2011, in Youngstown, Ohio, and 

now reside in Cedarville, Ill. e

Brittany (Hayward) Hoffman 

won the Start Norfolk 2.0 

entrepreneurial competition in the 

Norfolk, Va., area. During the April 

event, she promoted D8Night.

com, an online service to provide 

couples with options for nights out.

Jessica Schworm and David Toth 

were married May 28, 2011, in 

Saxonburg, Pa., and are now living 

in Farmington, N.Y. e
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The Grove City College Alumni 

Association places a book in 

Henry Buhl Library in memory 

of each alumnus for whom the 

Alumni Office receives written 

notification of death, including 

a copy of the obituary. This 

pays tribute to the lives 

of deceased alumni while 

benefitting current and 

future students.

Mary Marg (McMillan) 
Easterbrooks ’41 died Dec. 20, 

2011. First a schoolteacher, 

she later moved to Oceanside, 

Calif., where she and her 

husband owned an antique 

store and the Buccaneer 

Motel. Surviving are three 

children, including son 

David Easterbrooks ’69, 

grandchildren and great-

grandchildren.

Janet (Baird) Montgomery 
’41 died Jan. 13, 2012. 

She lived in Daytona Beach, 

Fla., and is survived by two 

daughters, grandchildren, 

great-grandchildren and Grove 

City College in-laws.

Harriet (Hughes) Naser 
’41 died April 14, 2012. 

She enjoyed a 30-year 

teaching career in business 

education with the Penn 

Hills School District in 

Pittsburgh. A lifetime member 

of the National Education 

Association, she was a sister 

in PEO and the Daughters of 

the American Revolution. She 

lived in Homosassa Springs, 

Fla., and Foxburg, Pa., and 

enjoyed dancing, bridge and 

golf. Surviving are sister Marian 
(Hughes ’38) Call, nieces and 

nephews. Memorial gifts may 

be made to the M. Jack Naser 

and Harriet Hughes Naser 

Scholarship Fund at Grove City 

College.

Mary (Stewart) Reuman ’41 

died Oct. 25, 2011. She made 

her home in New Hartford, 

N.Y., and retired after a long 

career as a business teacher. 

Survivors include daughters 

Marsha (Reuman ’76) Crissman  
and Wendy (Reuman ’79) 
Cridlebaugh.

Stacia (Seiple) Moore ’42 died 

March 14, 2012. The Grove City 

resident was a homemaker and 

formerly a secretary at Cooper 

Energy Services in Grove City. 

Survivors include two daughters, 

grandchildren and great-

grandchildren.

Charles A. Mossman ’43 died 

Jan. 25, 2012. A resident 

of West Knoxville, Tenn., 

he worked with Oak Ridge 

National Lab for 40 years 

in the Instrumentation and 

Controls division. He continued 

as a consultant and gave 

time to his church. Survivors 

include his wife, Lois Mary 
(Peden ’42) Mossman, four 

children, grandchildren, great-

grandchildren and a sister.

John T. Sackett ’43 died March 

11, 2012. The Army Air Corps 

veteran taught and coached 

basketball at Meadville (Pa.) 

High School. After moving to 

St. Petersburg, Fla., he taught 

at Northeast High School and 

St. Petersburg Jr. College. He 

was an avid golfer who enjoyed 

bowling and fishing. Surviving 

are his wife, Jean (Johnston ’45) 
Sackett, two daughters, a son 

and grandchildren.

Edna (Johnston) Sutch ’43 

died Jan. 5, 2012. An active 

volunteer, she was the first 

female moderator of the 

Shenango (Pa.) Presbytery. 

While living in Florida, she 

Dorothy (Wright) Davidson ’35 
died March 5, 2012. She was a 

teacher then a homemaker. She 

served her church, and enjoyed 

sewing and baking. Surviving are 

a son, a daughter, grandchildren 

and great-grandchildren.

David M.W. “Max” Lindquist ’38 
died May 9, 2011. He lived in 

Cocoa Beach, Fla.

Dorothy (Cookson) Nutt ’38 died 

Jan. 22, 2012. She retired after 

teaching with the Grove City 

and Fairview school districts. 

She coached girls basketball 

and swimming. She had been a 

Sunday School teacher, elder, 

church trustee and former 

women’s club member. Survivors 

include a daughter; sons 

Robert Nutt ’67 and William 
Nutt ’67; grandchildren, great-

grandchildren and many Grove 

City College relatives. 

Roy E. Elbel ’39 died Sept. 10, 

2011. He was a mechanical 

engineer who retired from 

Sundstrand Aviation. He lived in 

Rockford, Ill., and is survived by 

a sister.

Jane (Hughes) Hoover ’39 died 

Feb. 18, 2012. She lived in 

Scottsdale, Ariz., for the last 

60 years. She leaves two sons, 

grandchildren and a great-

grandson.

Dorothy (Sheaffer) Rumbaugh 
’40 died March 5, 2012. She 

was a homemaker, lived in 

Louisville, Ky., and loved golf. 

Surviving are her husband, Paul, 

two daughters, grandchildren 

and great-grandchildren. 
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was founding president of 

the Gulfview Chapter of the 

Embroiderer’s Guild of America. 

Surviving are three children, 

including David Henderson 
’72; two stepchildren; and 

grandchildren, including 

Margaret Henderson ’07.

Doris (Akers) Dunkerley ’44 

died Feb. 16, 2012. The Grove 

City resident was a homemaker 

and member of the Women’s 

Club. She was a former 

church trustee. Surviving are a 

daughter, a son, grandchildren 

and great-grandchildren. 

Robert G. Hartman ’44 died 

Jan. 22, 2012. The class 

president was a Navy veteran 

who worked as a combustion 

sales engineer for North 

American Manufacturing of 

Cleveland for 30 years. He lived 

in Lisbon and Salem, Ohio, and 

belonged to the Masons and 

Elks. He leaves four daughters, 

including Carol (Hartman ’68) 
Burton; two stepdaughters; 

grandchildren and great-

grandchildren. Memorial gifts 

can be made to Grove City 

College.

Frances (McAnally) Hopkins 
’44 died Feb. 15, 2012. A 

resident of Agawam, Mass., she 

was a longtime math teacher 

in the Agawam school system. 

Surviving are three children, 

five grandchildren and a great-

granddaughter. 

Virginia (Metz) Liggitt ’44 died 

March 20, 2012. She was a 

board member of the Georgia 

Cleveland Home and active 

in her church in Spartanburg, 

S.C. She enjoyed bridge and 

traveling. Survivors include a 

son, daughter-in-law Victoria 
(Gott ’71) Liggitt and four 

grandchildren.

Marjorie (Prosser) Mitchell 
’44 died April 15, 2012. After 

raising her family, she was a 

real estate broker in Pittsburgh’s 

South Hills. She was active 

with her church and its choir. 

She also enjoyed her home in 

Longboat Key, Fla. Surviving are 

three children, grandchildren, 

great-grandchildren, and brothers 

Charles Prosser ’51 and Robert 
Prosser ’58.

Eileen (Work) Smiley ’44 died 

Jan. 24, 2012. A Beaver Falls, 

Pa., resident, she taught school, 

was a corporate secretary, and 

was head of stockholder relations 

at Rockwell International. She 

also was a homemaker who was 

involved in church activities, 

PTA, and was an election board 

official. Surviving are three 

daughters, grandchildren, great-

grandchildren and a sister. 

Helen (Connell) McCafferty ’45 

died April 6, 2012. She taught 

high school in Pennsylvania, and 

later volunteered at the West 

Virginia University and University 

of Kentucky medical centers and 

in her church’s office. She lived 

in Morgantown. Survivors include 

a daughter and brother-in-law.

Emily (Abbott) Nielsen ’46 died 

Jan. 31, 2012. She lived in 

Binghamton, N.Y., and devoted 

much time to her husband’s 

Naval and medical careers. She 

enjoyed music, theater and 

antiques. Her husband, Orville, 

survives.

Edwin H. Traister ’46 died June 

9, 2011. A resident of North 

Fort Myers, Fla., he was a Navy 

veteran of World War II. He 

leaves his wife, Janet, three sons 

and three grandchildren.

Janet (Frazier) Heathcote ’47 

died Feb. 15, 2012. She made 

her home in Valencia, Pa., and 

is survived by husband David 
Heathcote ’49, two children, 

three grandchildren and a great-

grandson. 

Nancy (Baldwin) Lank ’47 

died March 8, 2012. Living 

in Mechanicsburg, Pa., she 

was a Red Cross volunteer and 

director of children’s education 

at her church. She was an avid 

piano player. Surviving are her 

husband, Ed, three sons and 

grandchildren. 

Ruth (Hutchins) Morrison 
’48 died Feb. 21, 2012. She 

taught in the Erie, Pa., public 

schools for 20 years and was 

an accomplished pianist and 

oil painter. She enjoyed world 

travel. Surviving are a daughter, 

a son, grandchildren and great-

grandchildren.

John M. Kennel Sr. ’49 died 

April 14, 2012. A World War 

II Army veteran, he was first 

a teacher then worked as an 

accountant for DuPont. He 

lived in Bear, Del., where he 

served church and community, 

enjoyed travel and the outdoors 

and became a master gardener. 

Surviving are eight children, 

grandchildren and great-

grandchildren. 

Dr. Vivian-Sue (Simon) Penn 
’49 died Feb. 5, 2012. 

She earned her doctorate in 

educational media and worked 

as head librarian, in advertising 

and in media relations. 

Her syndicated radio show, 

“Speaking of Schools,” aired 

across New Jersey. She retired to 

Wilmington, N.C., was an active 

volunteer and traveled to 100 

countries. Survivors include a 

daughter and two grandsons.

Isaac M. Polansky (Polan) ’49 

died Jan. 9, 2012. The Army 

Air Corps veteran worked in 

retail management for 23 years 

with Kline’s stores in New York. 

Later in Florida, he and his wife 

established Suzie’s women’s 

apparel. He also taught at Iowa 

State University. Surviving 

are his wife, Elisabeth, three 

children and two granddaughters.

Winifred (Dahlbender) Sinclair 
’49 died Feb. 23, 2012. She 

formerly taught French and won 

a Fulbright scholarship to the 

Sorbonne in Paris. A resident 

of the Atlanta, Ga., area since 

1967, she was busy in her 

church. Survivors include a 

daughter and grandson.

H. Jeanette (Boyd) Smith ’49 

died Jan. 14, 2012. She lived 

in Slippery Rock, Pa., and 

retired as office manager and 

accountant at the Cheeseman 

Chevrolet Olds Dealership. She 

enjoyed refinishing furniture. 

Survivors include a daughter.

Darrell S. Atwell ’50 died Aug. 

22, 2011. He was a telephone 

engineer for 25 years with 

U.S. West Telephone. A Navy 

veteran of World War II, he lived 

in Phoenix for 50 years before 

moving to Grove City. Surviving 

are his wife, Verla; two children; 

six siblings, including Charles 
Atwell ’59; grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren.

John C. Cooper ’50 died Jan. 

28, 2012. A World War II Army 

veteran, he worked with the RCA 

Color Applications Lab for 35 

years. He had five patents and 

received RCA’s Engineer of the 

Year Award in 1985. He served 

his church, Boy Scouts, and his 

Lititz, Pa., community. Survivors 

include his wife, Jeanette, a 

daughter, a sister, grandchildren 

and great-grandchildren.
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James C. Henderson ’50 

died March 28, 2012. The 

mechanical engineer worked for 

32 years with Chicago Bridge 

and Iron Co. Very community-

minded, he directed the Great 

Stoneboro (Pa.) Fair for 39 

years, served on school boards, 

led in the Lions Club and was 

active in church. He was a 

World War II Army Air Corps 

veteran who lived in Stoneboro. 

Surviving are his wife, Nancy, 

four daughters, grandchildren, 

great-grandchildren and a great-

great-grandson.

William H. Hunter ’50 died 

Jan. 26, 2012. He was an 

accountant in the Alloy and Tool 

Division for Bethlehem Steel 

until retirement. He was a Navy 

veteran of World War II and is 

survived by his wife, Jean, two 

daughters and a grandson.

Thomas B. MacAulay ’50 
died Dec. 17, 2011. A Coast 

Guard veteran, he retired after 

29 years with the DuPont 

Company. He lived in Newark, 

Del., loved the outdoors and the 

Trap & Skeet Club, and sang 

in the church choir. Surviving 

are three daughters, a son, a 

sister, grandchildren and great-

grandchildren.

William D. Oelslager ’50 died 

Jan. 27, 2012. A Navy veteran 

of World War II, he taught social 

studies and managed stage 

productions in the Warren (Pa.) 

School District. In retirement, 

he worked at the Warren YMCA.  

Surviving are his wife, Lennie, 

two sons, grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren. 

Rebecca (Gregg) Boylan ’51 

died Feb. 28, 2012. A Grove 

City resident, she retired from 

accounting with Greenville 

Metal Litho. She had been a 

Girl Scout leader and Sunday 

School teacher, and also played 

with the College’s Orchestra 

for 45 years. Surviving are four 

children, grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren.

Gilbert J. Foster ’51 died Feb. 

4, 2012. He spent his career at 

Fosters Furniture in the family 

business. He lived in Valencia, 

Pa., and was a Mason and 

Rotarian. He was a Navy veteran 

of World War II. Surviving are 

his wife, Virginia; four children, 

including son Kenneth Foster 
’76; grandchildren and a 

brother.

Dr. Gary W. King ’51 died 

Feb. 20, 2012. A teacher, he 

later joined the W.K. Kellogg 

Foundation and specialized 

in rural development. He 

loved travel and helped lead 

the Institute for Learning in 

Retirement. He lived in Battle 

Creek, Mich., and was an 

Army veteran. Surviving are 

his wife, Diana, three children, 

grandchildren and great-

grandchildren.

C. Robert Morrison ’51 died 

April 3, 2012. He was a 

chemical engineer, working 

for Callery Chemical and 

Owens Corning Fiberglass. He 

served in the Army and Army 

Reserves, did some teaching 

and enjoyed painting and 

gardening. Surviving are two 

daughters, grandchildren, great-

grandchildren and a brother.

Glenn E. Yingling ’51 died Feb. 

29, 2012. An Army veteran of 

World War II, he lived in Newark 

Valley, N.Y., and worked as 

an electrical engineer at IBM 

Federal Systems for 30 years. 

He was an electronics hobbyist 

and active church member. 

Surviving are his wife, Connie, 

three children, grandchildren, 

great-grandchildren and a 

brother. 

Walter G. Stiffler Jr. ’52 died 

April 4, 2011. He lived in 

Mentor, Ohio, and worked in 

the engineering department 

of Reliance Electric until 

retirement. He enjoyed boating 

and fishing. Survivors include his 

wife, Christine, three children, a 

sister and grandchildren.

Dr. Robert E. Stevenson ’53 died 

Jan. 16, 2012. He practiced 

obstetrics and gynecology in 

Harrisburg/West Shore (Pa.) 

area for 30 years. Surviving are 

his wife, Kathy, three children, 

grandchildren and one great-

grandchild.

C. Arlene (Cohick) Benson ’54 

died April 2, 2012. She worked 

at GTE Sylvania before raising 

her children. Before recently 

moving to South Carolina, 

she was a long-time resident 

of Emporium, Pa., where she 

was active in her church. She 

loved travel. Surviving are her 

husband, Martin, three children 

and three grandchildren.

Joan (Drake) FitzGerald ’54 died 

Oct. 21, 2011. A resident of 

Sparkill, N.Y., she worked in the 

sociology department at William 

Paterson University for 20 years. 

She helped as a Eucharistic 

minister at her church. Surviving 

are three children and six 

grandchildren.

Germaine “Gerry” (Elifanti) 
Bindi ’56 died Nov. 27, 2011. 

She taught English, drama and 

forensics in Maryland until 

retiring. She later moved to 

Florida and enjoyed life on the 

Gulf Coast. Survivors include her 

husband, Victor “Budd,” a son, 

grandchildren and a sister.

Roland R. Leonard ’56 died 

March 4, 2011. He held 

executive positions at Joy 

Manufacturing and Ingersoll 

Rand and for the last 25 years, 

was owner and CEO of Numa 

Tool in Thompson, Conn. He 

leaves his wife, Darlene, five 

children, grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren.

Shirley (McKee) Dietrich ’57 

died March 13, 2012. She 

was a homemaker who lived 

in Pittsburgh, Edgewater, Fla., 

and recently Everett, Wash. She 

was a gourmet cook, enjoyed 

genealogy and travel, and loved 

dogs and horses. Survivors 

include four children and 

grandchildren.

Anne (Whitely) Johnston ’57 

died Dec. 8, 2011. A registered 

nurse, she aided her church, 

a criminal justice chaplaincy 

ministry, and visited many who 

were ill. She lived in Onekama, 

Mich., formerly Glen Ellyn, Ill., 

and was cofounder of the Prairie 

Quilting Association of Illinois. 

Survivors include her husband, 

Scott Johnston ’55, three 

children, grandchildren, great-

grandchildren, two siblings and 

Grove City College cousins.

Robert E. Vogel ’57 died 

Jan. 11, 2012. A resident of 

Wellsburg, W.Va., he was retired 

after 42 years with Wheeling 

Pittsburgh Steel. He was a 

veteran of the Signal Corps and 

member of the Scottish Rite. 

Surviving are his wife, Leatrice, 

three children, grandchildren 

and a sister.

Rex L. Walker ’57 died Jan. 

14, 2012. He was a retired 

accountant who formerly 

owned Rex Walker and 

Associates in Grove City. He 

was an Air Force veteran and 
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a Mason who enjoyed golf and 

hunting. Survivors include 

his wife, Nancy, two children, 

grandchildren and a great-

grandson.  

Ruth Ann (Wellington) Miller 
’59 died March 24, 2012. 

She completed her nursing 

degree at Allegheny General 

in Pittsburgh, earned an R.N., 

and accompanied her Navy 

husband around the globe. 

She also taught piano lessons. 

Survivors include her husband, 

Stephen, two sons and four 

granddaughters.

G. Samuel Sawyer ’59 died Nov. 

15, 2011. He taught in the 

North Hills of Pittsburgh until 

retiring and moving to Sun City 

Hilton Head, S.C., in 1996. He 

collected books and baseball 

caps. Survivors include his wife, 

Carol, and three siblings.

Bonnie (Deniker) Adams ’61 

died Jan. 15, 2012. Before 

retiring, she taught for 36 

years and was head teacher at 

Har-Mer Elementary School, 

Harrisville, Pa. She was former 

president of the Pennsylvania 

State Education Association, 

a township auditor, founding 

member of the Grove City 

Historical Society and antique 

dealer. Surviving are three sons, 

grandchildren and four siblings, 

including Linda (Deniker ’64) 
Brautigam and James Deniker 
’66.

Janet (Kepple) Riemenschneider 
’61 died Feb. 21, 2012. She 

was a retired elementary school 

teacher and is survived by a 

daughter, a son and a brother.

Dr. Charles B. Stefko ’62 died 

Sept. 26, 2011. He was a 

practicing dentist in the South 

Hills of Pittsburgh for more than 

40 years. Survivors include a 

son, a daughter, grandchildren 

and a sister. 

Lynn C. Thompson ’62 died Jan. 

28, 2012. A Navy veteran, he 

earned his juris doctor degree 

and belonged to the Virginia 

and Pennsylvania bars. He 

worked in D.C., for the Federal 

Communications Commission 

and the Butler County courts. He 

was a member of the Knights of 

Columbus, VFW and American 

Legion. Survivors include his 

brother, Jack Thompson ’63, 

nieces and nephews. 

Samuel S. Beckett III ’63 died 

April 9, 2012. The Air Force 

veteran lived in central Texas 

and worked for 32 years with 

the Killeen Independent School 

District as a coach, counselor 

and assistant principal. He 

loved photography. Surviving are 

his wife, Anne, a daughter, a 

grandson and a sister.

Dr. Patricia (Cook) Meltzer 
’63 died April 2, 2012. With 

a doctorate in psychology, 

she worked as a teacher and 

professor. She also worked in 

management for the City of 

Pittsburgh and Weirton Steel.  

Survivors include her husband, 

Joel, brother Phillip Cook ’68 

and a nephew.

David L. Spencer ’63 died 

April 15, 2012. He worked 

with Cooper Bessemer, Miles 

Laboratories and as a financial 

controller with Rhone-Poulenc. 

He lived in Red Lion, Pa., 

and was a Navy veteran of the 

Korean War. Surviving are his 

wife, Jane, two children and two 

grandsons.

Robert M. Crawford ’66 died 

July 6, 2011. He made his 

home in Pittsburgh.

Robert J. Schaller ’69 died 

June 7, 2011. He lived in Los 

Angeles. Survivors include his 

wife, Maureen, two stepchildren 

and a brother. 

Billie (Shearer) Pepperday ’71 

died Nov. 2, 2011. She lived in 

Buffalo, N.Y. Surviving are her 

husband, Albert, and a brother.

Wayne H. Miller ’72 died 

Feb. 21, 2012. A resident of 

Munson Township in Ohio, he 

was a chemist who later worked 

at ACE Hardware. He was a 

scout leader and family man. 

Surviving are his wife, Sandra; 

two sons, including Corwin 
Miller ’00; a grandson and two 

brothers. 

William L. Simmons ’75 died 

March 21, 2012. A resident of 

Cape May Court House, N.J., 

he was a teacher and most 

recently taught history and 

government at Middle Township 

High School. He enjoyed travel, 

genealogy and cars. Survivors 

include a sister and two 

nephews.

Clark T. Southworth ’78 died 

March 29, 2012. He worked for 

US Steel as a director-quality 

assurance process, rolling. He 

lived in Elizabeth Township, 

Pa., and was accomplished as 

an equestrian and in dressage. 

Surviving are his wife, Lynn; 

mother Judy (Smith ’53) 
Southworth; two brothers, 

nieces and nephews.

Mary Sue (Anton) Bartos ’86 

died April 19, 2012. She taught 

elementary school in parochial 

schools in Wisconsin, and most 

recently lived in Pickerington, 

Ohio. Survivors include her 

husband, George Bartos ’87, a 

daughter and son, a brother and 

numerous in-laws.

Marisa L. Muscarella ’98 died 

April 2, 2012, after battling 

cancer. She worked for the 

Pittsburgh public schools 

and was enrolled for a second 

master’s degree in food studies 

at Chatham University. She 

volunteered with her church’s 

children’s ministries and cancer 

therapy team. Survivors include 

her mother, sister, grandmothers 

and two nephews.

Noah R. Huss ’99 died March 

6, 2012, from a car accident. 

He lived in Lititz, Pa., and 

held a master of divinity from 

Westminster Theological 

Seminary. He is survived by 

his wife, Rachel, three sons, 

his parents, and a brother and 

sister.

friends

The Rev. Dr. Robert J. Lamont, 
College trustee from 1969 to 

2002, then trustee emeritus, 

died March 26, 2012. He was 

a noted pastor and president 

of the Presbyterian Ministers’ 

Fund in Philadelphia. He 

was a founder of Christianity 

Today. The College granted 

him an honorary doctorate in 

1974. Surviving are his wife, 

Edna, three children, two 

grandchildren and two sisters. 
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alumni babies

CONGRATULATIONS  
NEW PARENTS!

Grove City College welcomes your new 

bundle of joy. We want to send your 

newborn a Grove City College T-shirt. 

So between the feedings and late-night 

lullabies, be sure to send the Alumni 

Relations Office your child’s name and 

date of birth. Shirts are available only in 

infant size. 

Due to the popularity of the Alumni 

Babies feature, photos will be limited to 

babies under the age of 3 in Grove City 

College shirts only. Digital photos must 

be high resolution, 300 dpi. Please 

do not embed photos in the body of 

an email message, but rather attach a 

high-resolution image. Send to Alumni 

Relations Office, Alumni Babies, 100 

Campus Drive, Grove City, Pa., 16127 

or alumni@gcc.edu. 

Emma Grace Beirne
Born 10-1-10

Brian ’02 and Megan 

(Wittenwyler ’02) Beirne

Francesca Avalon Bocci
Born 10-27-11

Kerrie (Wallace ’99) and 

James Bocci

Ryan Elizabeth Brediger
Born 7-22-10

Michael ’97 and Amy 

Brediger 

Coleson and Grayson Bradley
Born 5-24-11

David ’00 and Kristi Bradley

Elise Esther Bunovich
Born 5-1-10

Chad ’97 and Kristi 

(Simonsen ’97) Bunovich

Gemma Grace Burchett
Born 12-7-10

Grechen (Reid ’06) and 

John Burchett

Abigail Jeanne Donnelly
Born 5-4-11

Matthew ’01 and Tera 

(Sorah ’01) Donnelly

Emily Elizabeth Doz
Born 1-26-11

Amy (Donehoo ’99) and 

Matthew ’95 Doz

Marcus Duffy
Born 10-27-10

Jennifer (Bialek ’96) and 

William Duffy

Caleb and Isaac 
Chapman
Born 9-17-09 and 

1-27-11

Jarrett ’04 and Kristin 

(Morgan ’04) Chapman

Sophia Rene Beach
Born 4-1-09

Suzanne (Orr ’90) and 

Richard Beach
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Benjamin Thomas Janson
Born 1-12-11

Laura (Lemire ’00) and 

Jim Janson

Nathan “Stafford” Euler
Born 8-7-10

Laura (Roxberry ’02) and 

Peter Euler

Caleb John Eckert
Born 8-7-11

Matthew ’01 and Lacey 

(Williams ’00) Eckert

James Conor McGraw
Born 11-24-10

Jennifer (Smilek ’02) and 

Eric McGraw

Asher Tobias Kimmel
Born 4-30-09

Elizabeth (Snyder ’98) 

and Peter Kimmel

Shannon Ilene Koehler
Born 7-20-11

Katie (Britton ’00) and 

Mark Koehler

Elliana “Ellie” Joy 
Kumpar
Born 7-15-11

Julie (Covert ’00) and 

Matthew Kumpar

Morgan Ann Leitch
Born 9-30-11

Aaron ’03 and Jennifer 

(Coles ’03) Leitch

Chloe Louise Romano
Born 3-10-11

Jana (Johnson ’99) and 

Joel Romano

Samuel Zeak Wessel
Born 5-18-11

Jessica (Zeak ’97) and 

Andrew Wessel

Will James Ransom
Born 9-19-11

Walter ’99 and Bethany 

(Railing ’04) Ransom

Hailey Grace Tobin
Born 6-2-11

Ian ’08 and Susie (Doar 

’08) Tobin

Joshua Henry Peterson
Born 5-19-10

Drew ’00 and Cherith 

Peterson

Jason Scott O’Grady Jr.
Born 10-4-11

Jason ’04 and Katherine 

(Muse ’05) O’Grady

Abigail Ruth Johnson
Born 12-23-10

Erik ’07 and Rebecca 

(Warner ’07) Johnson

Nathan and Josephine Tarasovitch
Born 8-30-11 and 8-9-09

Nick ’06 and Kelly (Mattes ’06) Tarasovitch

April Hope Sanders
Born 4-25-11

Kevin ’05 and Alison 

(Barton ’05) Sanders

Samantha Jane Winston
Born 9-26-10

Josh ’01 and Mary 

Winston

Richard Michael Leed
Born 6-8-10

Rich ’99 and Sarah 

(Weyler ’02) Leed

Olivia McKynleigh 
Holmes
Born 8-13-11

Jason ’02 and Erika 

Holmes

Cameron Lee Nelson
Born 5-4-11

Michael ’06 and 

Christina (Kubala ’06) 

Nelson

Isaiah Henry Stahl
Born 11-15-10

Ben ’08 and Mandie 

(Becker ’08) Stahl

Judah David Jones
Born 9-3-11

Jeff ’05 and Elizabeth 

(Thompson ’05) Jones
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A full schedule of activities, class reunion events and registration can be 
found online at alumni.gcc.edu/homecoming. Class years ending in ’2 and ’7 
will have special reunion celebrations!

3:30 p.m. – Alumni Lecture Series  
“Heaven in the American Imagination” 
Dr. Gary Smith ’72, chair, Department of History
Hall of Arts and Letters

Off-Campus Reunion Events

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2012

10 a.m. - Homecoming Worship Service
Harbison Chapel

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2012

9 a.m. – Breakfast with Willie the Wolverine  
Breen Student Union

11 a.m. – Homecoming Parade
Through campus, down Pine and Broad Streets

Noon - 4 p.m. – Greek Village
Bottom of Rainbow Bridge
Noon - 4 p.m. – Organization Reunion Tents
The Quad
2 p.m. – Football Game
Grove City College vs. Bethany College
Thorn Field

Off-Campus Reunion Events

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2012 2002020020202020


